SEPTEMBER 


In This Sign Conquer 


It was the evening before the big battle. The enemy 
was led by a man who hated Christians. Constantine, 
who opposed him, wasn’t sure what he thought about 
Christians. The winner of this battle would become the 
head of the empire. His decisions would be followed. 


But Constantine’s army was weak. His rival’s was 
stronger. Constantine needed strength he didn’t have— 
and the morale was low. 

That evening, a contemporary historian tells us, Con- 
stantine and his army saw a cross flaming in the sky, 
and the words, “In This Sign Conquer.” And that night 
as he slept, Christ appeared to him. He arose early, 
hastily improvised crosses to put on his battle standards 
—the cross replaced the Roman eagle. 


He won the battle. Christians were no longer perse- 
cuted. Now the emperor was, perhaps, a Christian, too. 


Christians have been winning far greater battles be- 
cause of Christ’s cross ever since it was first raised, and 
the Son of God won His victory on it. Humanity’s battles 
against Sin and Death reach victory through that cross. 


We preach Christ crucified. In the cross of Christ we 
glory. In this sign conquer. 
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ADDRESS CHANGE AND RENEWALS 


should be sent to: Luther League of America, 2900 Queen 
Lane, Philadelphia 29, Pa. Please allow four weeks for the 
change to be effective. To insure accuracy, send your 
present address sticker and your new address. 


EVERYTHING LOST 


A letter published in a leading cultural magazine in War- 
saw, Poland, offers a shocking testimony to the present plight 
of youth in that country. The letter is written by an 18-year- 
old student at the University of Warsaw. 


“When I was 10 years old (back in 1948) I was told that my dear 
brother, who was killed in the 1944 Warsaw uprising, had gone to his 
death for a lie. Up until then he had always been, in my childish imagina- 
tion, the symbol of pure heroism. 

“But now, as I sat in my history class, I had to learn that he had 
been killed in battle for a bad cause, not for the true Poland. Till then 
I'd thought that there was only one true Poland. Now I learned that 
there were several of them. And so, when I was just 10 years old, I 
quit believing from one day to the next in the Polish ‘Fatherland.’ From 
then on I had no fatherland any more. : 

“So I depended on God. But then, when I was 15 years old, I quit 
believing in God, too. 

“How come? Because I'd been made to realize that God was an ally 
of the very men who had killed my brother. One day, in a dark and 
deserted church, I knelt before the altar. I prayed, I cried out, I threatened, 
I begged. I wrestled with God. I saw myself torn between doubt and 
hope, and tossed to and fro from hate to love. My poor brother had 
loved this God with all the simplicity of his heart, and everything inside 
of me militated against letting go of this same love of God myself. 

“Does anyone know how fearful it is to feel one’s faith slipping 
away? To feel it disappearing, and to plead with every muscle and bone 
that it might stay ? 

“But then the horrible day arrived. The Cross no longer meant 
anything to me. No more than just a stick of wood. 

“A friend came to my rescue at the 11th hour. He was five years 
older than I. He talked to me and saved me from despair. Through his 
efforts I was admitted to the great Movement. He taught me. He in- 


life seems empty and useless 
to millions of other youth 


spired in me a rational faith in the world, in the great renewal of hu- 
manity. 

“Those were happy years. I ran from one gathering to another. I 
believed in the Idea, in the Revolution and all those who served it. In 
this way three years went by. 

“Now I was 18. And again I stood on the brink of a new discovery. 
Now I know that during all this time history had been distorted, that 
we had been betrayed. Those whom, only a few months before, I had 
still regarded as suspicious and menacing characters as I asked what con- 
sequences might come from all this talk of theirs since Stalin’s death— 
those same persons today are talking about the ‘former’ time, the vanished 
Stalin era. All of a sudden they’re getting enthusiastic about the western 
world. 

“And I? What's left for me? Where do I stand? I just don’t know 
any more. 

“How am I going to change my point of view, my whole inner be- 
ing, for the fourth time? I’m afraid that not a single part of the real 
‘me’ will still be able to exist. In every other crisis I ever faced, I could 
climb from one level up to another, hold my head high, and speak out 
freely. I’d like to do that now, too. 

“But that won’t work. Not any more. Too much of me has been 
shattered and destroyed, mishandled and deceived. I’m ashamed both of 
my older friends and the entire Party. I’m ashamed of everyone I know, 
and of my own stupidity and gullibility. How, how shall I ever again 
hold up my head in freedom and with confidence? 

“Everything is impossible. I will no longer set myself upon any 
ground whatsoever on which I might acquire a reliable faith. 

“We young people, 18 and 20 years of age, have grown up in a 
brand new time; and yet we are neither free nor happy. Instead, we feel 
deeply disturbed, because we've come to see how this supposedly ‘new’ 
way of life is really very old, and how it has betrayed all our hopes and 
dreams. It hurts to lose everything in which one has ever believed.” 


EVENTS 


THE FLOUR-NUT SONG 


Language differences often present amusing incidents. The 
following incident is reported by the Rev. George P. Vojtke, 
a Lutheran service pastor in Japan. 


The wife of a serviceman asked Pastor Vojtke if she might 
bake some cookies for him, providing he furnish the nuts and 
flour. Being a bachelor, he readily agreed. He asked the 
Japanese maid to stop at the store the next day to purchase 
some nuts and flour. When he arrived home in the evening 
he found a small bag of peanuts and six carnations on his 
kitchen table. 


“NO” ON DANCING 


The Church Council of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
highest governing body between general conventions, recently 
expressed ‘‘disapproval of church-sponsored social dancing, 
reminding pastors and congregations that God’s Work makes 
our business the responsibility of proclaiming the Gospel.” 


FIRST ANNUAL ART SHOW 


Seven student artists and their schools received awards 
totalling $2,000 in the first annual Lutheran student art show 
sponsored by the Lutheran Brotherhood life insurance society 
in Minneapolis. The exhibition included 119 works selected 
from 400 submitted by students in the U.S. and Canada for 
the showing. 

Top award of $250 went to Donald M. Elder of Indian- 
apolis, Ind., for his sculpture entry. He is a student at Witten- 
berg College, Springfield, Ohio. Other winners are from 
Concordia College, St. Olaf College, and Pacific Lutheran 
College. 


EVENTS 


hostesses are ready 

When the Holy Trinity, Bellerose, L. I., y 
leaguers do something, they do it well. This Japanese 
came complete with event decorations, host- , y 
esses, folk music, refreshments. Guests sat on MISSIONS 
floor without shoes. A film about Japanese f y 
youth was shown. estival 


and when it’s over 


. . . the results are checked 


50 art posters 
and projector 


EVENTS 


FELLOWSHIPS FOR EDUCATORS 


The National Lutheran Educational conference has awarded 
35 scholarships totaling $43,550 for 1959-60. Known as the 
Martin Luther Fellowships, the scholarships are being given 
for the second year to assist individuals who are undertaking 
graduate studies toward higher degrees with the expressed 
intention of joining the teaching faculty of a Lutheran school. 

The 36 recipients were nominated from the faculties of 
26 colleges and theological seminaries of eight Lutheran 
church bodies. They will study in the United States, Canada, 
Scotland, and Germany, 24 pursuing subjects in the liberal 
arts and sciences and 12 in the field of theology. The ULCA 
is represented by 11 Fellows. 


CONVENTION FOREIGN MISSIONS NIGHT 


There will be five overseas students participating in the 
“Foreign Missions Nite’ at Cornell, Tuesday, August 18. 


Melton Clinton was born November 22, 


MELTON CLINTON 1931 in the town Kpaiyea (by-e-a), Liberia. 


This is a Kpelle speaking town approximately 
175 miles inland from the capital city of Monrovia. 

Melton’s father is a town chief in Kipaiyea and like most 
of the members of this community he is a farmer. 

Through the influence of missionaries Melton left his native 
town to go to Zorzor in 1939 to attend elementary school. 
From there he went to Muhlenberg along the St. Paul River 
30 miles from Monrovia, where he finished his elementary 
education and enrolled in the High School Lutheran Training 
Institute. He became a scholarship student of the Lutheran 
Mission which enabled him to attend Cuttington College at 
Suakoko in 1953-56. Here he earned a Bachelor of Arts degree. 

Since 1957 Melton has been the principal-teacher at one 
of our Lutheran elementary eight-grades schools located at 
Totota. 

Melton is very much interested in soccer, volley ball and is a 
good marksman. His hobbies are gardening, art and hunting. 
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A graduate of Andhra Christian College and 
St. Christopher's Training College (Madras), MARY VICTORIA 
she has, since 1951, been associated with the 
School for the Blind, Rentachintala, as Teacher and Head- 
mistress. Her interest in and ability to train children has now 
brought her to Perkins School for the Blind, Watertown, 
Mass. for one year of study. At the same time she is working 
toward her M.A. degree at Boston University. She will return 
to give her time and leadership to the School for the Blind. 


Coming from a family faithful to the Luth- 
eran faith with residence in New Amsterdam, WINSTON S. BONE 
Mr. Bone was one of two men to be enrolled 
in Inter American University in Puerto Rico in 1954 in 
preparation for the gospel ministry. The faculty requested his 
services in teaching some of the beginning students. In 1958 
he was graduated with honors, receiving his Bachelor of Arts 
degree. Each summer he returned to work in the parishes of 
the church in British Guiana. In September 1958 Mr. Bone 
became an approved student for the ministry, entering Water- 
loo Seminary. 


Coming from the Georgetown community, 
Mr. Hamlet has always displayed above-average DESMOND HAMLET 
academic ability. He was retained by the faculty 
to teach courses in English. During the vacation periods he 
has rendered service in several parishes in British Guiana. 
With church approval he entered Waterloo Seminary in 
September 1958. 


Born in Hupeh, China, received his early 
education in Hupeh, then attended college in TENNYSON LIU 
the USA, graduating from Augustana College, 

Rock Island, Illinois, with the B.A. degree. He then received 

a diploma from the Lutheran Theological Seminary in Hong- 

kong, and returned to Augustana Theological Seminary for 

graduate studies. He is pastor of the Tsun Wan Lutheran 

Church in Hongkong since 1955. Pastor Liu was delegate to 

the Asian Lutheran Conference in 1956 and also delegate to | 
the Third LWF Assembly in 1957 in Minneapolis. He is at 

present in the USA on a year’s fellowship and is studying 

at Union Theological Seminary in New York. 

At the Cornell LLA convention, these five persons will be 
sasked questions by the LLA Missions Committee: Joyce 
Johnson, Chairman, Erich Berendt, Miriam Eleazer, Fred 
Wedemeyer, and David Ziegler. 


EVENTS 


CHRISTIANS AROUND THE WORLD 


SIBERIA 


INDIA 


From SIBERIA hundreds of letters are pouring in to the 
welfare department of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Stuttgart, Germany to express thanks for Bibles and religious 
literature sent to them. The letters indicate that thousands of 
Lutheran families, scattered by persecution in 1938, have main- 
tained church life along the Volga River, in the Caucasus 
Mountains, and other Russian areas for the past twenty years. 


In INDIA Christava Sishya Sangam (CSS) is the youth 
group of the Tamil Evangelical Lutheran Church. K. Paul 
Devasahayan, General Secretary of CSS, tells us that their 
young people are concerned with Bible study, evangelism, 
social work and often they are found helping to white-wash 
the churches or even to build them. Evangelism, of course, is 
a vitally important part of their program, and the youth do 
much to distribute Bibles and literature among the people of 
their country who have never heard of Jesus. Though the 
CSS is not large in number, Mr. Devasahayan says that they 
are here to stay. 


PREXYS SUMMER TOGETHER 

Three Synodical presidents will 
spend the summer together as mem- 
bers of the staff at Camp Lutheridge, 
Arden, N. C. Left to right: Eddie 
Ricks, Luther League of N. C. Presi- 
dent; Ina Roof, President of Luther 
League of S. C.; and Henry McKay, 
President of Ga.-Ala. Luther League, 
shown here when they attended the 
Ga.-Ala. Officers Conference in Bir- 
mingham, Ala. 

When leaguers of the Southeast go 
to camp this summer they won't be 
leaving their leaguing behind. In- 
cluded in Camp Lutheridge activities 
will be sessions on Luther Leaguing 
conducted by the prexys. Like most 
of the members of the Lutheridge staff, 
Eddie, Ina, and Henry are college 
students. Eddie and Henry are at 
Lenoir Rhyne College; Ina at New- 
berry College. 


EVENTS 


These five Wittenberg College basketball players were all 
enrolled in the same course in calculus last semester. Members 
of the Wittenberg squad, who “‘scored” as well in classroom 
competition this year as on the hardcourt, include (left to 
right) Roger Rogos, Newton Falls, Ohio, freshman; Bert 
Price, Cleveland Heights, Ohio, sophomore; George Fisher, 
New Castle, Ind., sophomore; Terry Deems, Tuscarawas, 
Ohio, senior, and Eldon Miller, Gnadenhutten sophomore. 
Wittenberg won the Ohio Conference basketball champion- 
ship this year and posted a 19-3 record for the season. 


WE WANT CLERGY 


There couldn’t be any unemployment problem among ULCA pastors 
this year! At least 400 pastors are needed to serve in the 32 synods 
of our church. Of the 400 needed, 116 could be called immediately 
for new and established mission churches, and 10 others are needed 
to serve in foreign mission fields. 


In addition, the church needs 550 qualified men and women to 
serve as parish workers, secretaries, musicians and teachers, and direc- 
stors of Christian education. Another 525 are necessary to fill the per- 
sonnel ranks of Lutheran welfare agencies. And 114 additional men 
and women are required for educational programs. 


Moz copies of the Bible have 
been sold than of any other 
book. Today it is the world’s best 
seller. 

Although the Bible was translated 
into English as early as 1384, no part 
of it appeared in type before 1525. It 
was not until ten years later that a 
complete English version appeared in 
print. 

Printing of the English Bible began 
during the Reformation. William Tyn- 
dale, in an attempt to inform clerics 
and laymen about certain corruptions 
in Church teachings, set about print- 
ing the Bible in English. Strong meas- 
ures of suppression followed its ap- 
pearance. Tyndale was executed and 
the printing of his Bible was pro- 
hibited in 1543 by special Act of 
Parliament. 

Meanwhile a complete English Bible 
was being prepared by Miles Cover- 
dale. This finally was finished on Oc- 
tober 4, 1535, being printed by James 
Nicholson, a Southwark, London 
printer. He undertook the binding and 
distribution also. 

Despite the efforts of Henry VIII 
and Wolsey, it was impossible for the 
Tyndale and Coverdale Bibles to be 
completely suppressed. London book- 
sellers soon realized the profit to be 
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versions 


made in this new line, and other edi- 
tions followed. 

Realizing that suppression was im- 
possible, Henry VIII authorized an of- 
ficial version. It is interesting to note 
that the work of printing it was too 
large for the English presses and so 
printing took place in Paris. Because 
of its size it became known as the 
“Great Bible.” 


The Breeches Bible 


A remarkable Bible was the 
Breeches Bible printed in 1560. It 
was so named because of a quaint 
phrase in Genesis 3:7 which read 
“Adam and Eve made _ themselves 
breeches out of fig-leaves.” Though 
not allowed in the churches this ver- 
sion became very popular and rivalled 
the official Great Bible, with the effect 
that the latter was improved in the 
reign of Elizabeth I. 

The next two editions of any im- 
portance were the Rheims and the 
Douvai, both being renderings of the 
Latin Vulgate. These were important 
for the influence they had on the Au- 
thorized Version of 1611—the version 
widely in use today. The Authorized 
Version was begun in 1604 by 100 
scholars. William Shakespeare is sup- 
posed by many people to have had a 


hand in the preparation of this version. 
The evidence rests on the sole fact that 
he was 46 years old while the Bible 
was being prepared, and the 46th word 
of Psalm 46 is ‘shake’ and the 46th 
word counting from the end of the 
Psalm is the word “‘spear.” 

The Authorized Version took nine 
months to prepare for press and was 
printed in London by Robert Barker. 
This was the printer who, 20 years 
later, printed the ‘wicked’ Bible 
which omitted the all-important ‘‘not”’ 
from the 7th Commandment: Thou 
shalt not commit adultery. In the 
whole history of printing, this is surely 
one of the most significant omissions. 

Bugs by Night 

Many versions of the Bible became 
famous for their printer’s errors or 
translator's idiosyncrasies. Among ver- 
sions that owe their names to some 
aspect of translation is the ‘Bugs’ 
Bible of 1551. In this the translator 
rendered Psalm 91:5 as “‘afraid of 
bugs by night” instead of “terror by 
night.” 

Another Bible contained the parable 
of the vinegar instead of the vineyard. 
The “treacle’’ edition substituted that 
word for ‘balm’ in the anointing of 
Gilead. 

The ‘‘Pearl” Bible (1653), so called 

because of the size of type in which 
it was printed, contained no fewer than 
6000 mistakes. Another edition was 
known as the “Servant” Bible because 
the text contained: ‘“‘Now the servant 
was more subtle than the beast of the 
field.” 

Perhaps the most amusing of the 

‘genuine printer's errors—as opposed 
to alterations made to the unalterable 
work of God by printers who took 


bribes—is the ‘“‘Politicians’’’ Bible. 
This contains the phrase “blessed are 
the place-makers,” an apt reflection on 
17th century politics! 

Some of the Bibles were wonderful 
printing achievements. The Tom 
Thumb Bible, printed in 1670 in Aber- 
deen, is one inch square and half an 
inch thick. It is even smaller than one 
printed in Glasgow at the beginning 
of the century which measures 114 x 1 
x 1 and was equipped with a magni- 
fying glass housed in its leather cover. 

The largest copy of the Bible is 
most sinister. It is the Devil’s Bible 
which in fact was not printed but writ- 
ten by hand by a monk on 300 asses’ 
skins. Legend says this monk made 
the Bible because he had sold his soul 
to the Devil. To get it back he was 
given the task of copying out the 
Bible on asses’ skins in one night. 
There is no record of whether he did 
it in time or if he made any errors. 


TOPIC HELPS 


Plan a topic on the history of the Bible; 
how different versions came to be; names of 
different versions. This means research, so 
many of your members can take part. The 
facts above are humorous but true. Include 
them with other facts found. 


GIRLS WHO SEEK 
DISTINCTION 


Attend 


MARION COLLEGE 


for Women 


Write: John H. Fray, D.D., Pres., 
Marion, Va. 
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SANDSTONE 
TO SNORKEL 


the changing tools 
for man’s language 


A HUNDRED thousand years ago 
a prehistoric thumbnail sketched 
in the mud. Today a manicured hand 
steers a bejeweled fountain pen across 
a monogrammed paper. Mankind’s 
long attempt to preserve its thought 
and save its breath has produced dras- 
tic changes in writing implements. 

Nobody knows when man wrote his 
isha letters. 

Romanticists might say it was the 
day one of our primitive ancestors 
looked up while drawing love symbols 
in the earth and discovered his loved 
one wasn’t sitting beside him. So, they 
might conjecture, he picked up a small 
stone and scratched his message on a 
larger stone and carried it to his 
beloved. 

No matter how it all began many 
thousands of years ago, man is still 
writing messages. The tools he uses are 
far different from the pointed stone 
used by the cave dweller who wanted 
to give some permanence to his mes- 
sages. But he still writes by hand. And 
his handwriting is so much a part of 
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him that it even identifies him to peo- 
ple who may never see him. 

Civilization began when the human 
race learned to write its memoirs. As 
man improved his written language he 
improved his writing implements. 

Among the first recorded writing 
improvements—after the scraping of 
crude pictures on stone— were the 
hieroglyphics of ancient Egypt. 
Through their orderly and complex 
system of hieroglyphics—picture sym- 
bols for spoken language—they could 
express everything that could be told 
by the spoken word. 


Egyptians Developed Paper 


Hieroglyphics were first written with 
stone on stone. But the Egyptians 
found a convenient substitute for their 
stone stationery. They developed papy- 
rus, from which we get the word 
“paper.” They began to write with 
reed brushes on that soft, portable 
material. 

Writing with a reed on papyrus re- 
quired a writing fluid. And so, accord- 


ing to some historians, ink came into 
being. According to others, it was born 
about 3,000 years B.C. when early 
Chinese substituted writing with brush 
and fluid for picture rocks and notch- 
ing of sticks. 

Inks of ancient Egypt were made of 
a fine powder of carbon mixed with 
gum water to keep it in suspension. 
Sometimes copper preparations were 
used for the dyes. 

Thanks to the reed and papyrus, 
man had a means of transporting his 
messages easily and quickly from place 
to place. But papyrus was expensive, 
reed brushes wore out in a hurry and 


writing was slow because each syllable- 
character had to be carefully drawn. 


Ox-Head Was First Letter 


It wasn’t the poet or the scholar, but 
the profit-seeking businessman who 
made the next contribution to “‘belles- 
lettres.” Egyptian prospectors went to 
nearby Seir to dig for copper and 
jewels. Their Seirite employes had to 
keep records of the money due them. 
But Egyptian writing proved so difh- 
cult for them that they invented their 
own streamlined system. Unlike the 
Egyptians, the Seirites allotted only one 
letter to each basic sound. Alp, their 


first two letters of the first 
alphabet were an ox head 
and house, “Alph” and “bet” 


eA 
SEE 
SRR RNS E NS 


= 


SS 
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first letter, was also their word for ox, 
a man’s chief source of wealth. Bef, the 
courtyard of his home, symbolized the 
letter B and the second most valuable 
item in the Seirite inventory. Thus 
these early accountants gave us the 
first true alphabet and a name for all 
others to, come. 

The Phoenicians, the descendants of 
the Seirites and the traveling salesmen 
of their day, carried their version of 
the Seirite alphabet to their Greek 
customers. 

The Greeks prettified this alphabet, 
making straight lines wherever they 
could. This was because their writing 
implements—wax tablet and_ stylus, 
hard stone and chisel—weren’t very 
good on the curves. 


Blame Romans for Scrawl 
Then the Romans made another 


change. Up to now, only capital letters 
were used. But the Romans’ reed pen 
made it relatively easy to move across 
the papyrus without stopping at the 
end of each letter. So for the sake of 
speed, letters were joined together, and 
that was the beginning of our lower- 
case letters—and handwriting scrawls. 

The Latin alphabet contained 23 
letters. During the course of the Mid- 
dle Ages, our modern 26-letter alpha- 
bet was developed through division of 
the Latin I into i and j, and v into u, 
v and w. 

In the Middle Ages quill pens were 
used to write on calfskin or “‘vellum.” 
And handwriting became an art, the 
mark of a well-educated man. Much of 
the culture of the early Judaic and 
Christian eras was preserved through 
the handwriting of medieval monks 
who translated and transcribed Jewish 


THIEL COLLEGE 


... A Liberal Arts College of the United Lu- 
theran Church, offering programs of study in the 
humanities, the sciences, social studies, education 


. .. high academic standards . 
. . degrees awarded include Bachelor of 


fields . 


. majors in 23 


Arts, Bachelor of Science in Economics, and 
Bachelor of Science in Education. 


A sound educational program within the framework of 
an intellectually vigorous, socially balanced environment. 


For information, write: 
Office of Admissions, Thiel College, Greenville, Pa. 


and Christian writings into the lan- 
guages of the forthcoming Renaissance. 

Centuries later, after the Renaissance, 
paper became cheap and steel pens 
were in vogue. They were used in de- 
veloping the elaborate scroll writing 
technique of the late 19th Century. 

Machine-made steel pens were in- 
troduced in England, at about 1820. 
Not until the Civil War period were 
they manufactured on a large scale in 
the United States. 

As the wheels of industry began to 
turn faster in the middle of the indus- 
trial revolution, business transactions 
required more speed and they were 
carried on in places where ink wells 
weren't practical. So a pen was made 
to carry its own supply of ink, as op- 
posed to the dip pen in use since the 
time of the Pharaohs. But it needed a 
medicine dropper to fill its hollow 


barrel, and sometimes no medicine 


dropper. 47.0.5. 
Coin-Operated Pens 


Then someone put the medicine 
dropper inside the pen’s barrel. A slit 
was made in the barrel so that when a 
coin was pressed in and released, the 
sac filled with ink. But sometimes no 


Even after thousands of years of 
writing progress, that’s just about how 
things stood until 1913, when an Iowa 
jeweler named Sheaffer put a lever on 
the barrel to do the job of the coin 
that was too often missing. 

That started the self-filling era of 
the fountain pen, and in the last 45 
years it has seen quite a few refine- 
ments. But its basic purpose is still the 
same as that piece of rock—to tell a 
message. 


Diary of a young lady taking first ocean voyage: 
Monday: I feel highly honored for being placed at the 


Captain’s table. 


Tuesday: I was on the bridge with the Captain. He seems 


to like me. 


Wednesday: The Captain made proposals unbecoming to 


an officer and a gentleman. 


Thursday: The Captain threatened to sink the ship unless 


| agreed to his proposals. 


Friday: | saved six hundred lives today. 


A woman motorist was driving along a country road 
when she noticed a couple repair men climbing telephone 


poles. 


“Idiots!” she exclaimed. “They think I’ve never driven 


before.” 


It's a tricky language. There was the housewife the other 


day who questioned the high price of a pillow, until the sales- 
man explained to her that down was up. 
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of muscles, mice and men 


medicine’s most baffling enigmas 


HE smallest bird in the world— 

the delicate, two-inch long Prin- 
cess Helen’s hummingbird of Cuba, 
which weighs less than two grams— 
often moves its wings so fast as to 
make them completely invisible. The 
giant East Indies clam, with one de- 
liberate movement, may clamp his pon- 
derous quarter-ton shell shut for a 
week at a time without moving. 

Although the two performances ap- 
pear totally unrelated, the blur of the 
bird’s wing and the slow snap of the 
clamshell are both examples of one 
of the least understood but most fun- 
damental mechanisms of life—muscu- 
lar contraction. Few mechanisms in 
our bodies have proved more baffling 
to medical science than the muscular 
contractions which enable us to per- 
form all manner of movements. And 
‘few mechanisms can cause us more suf- 
fering, from lumbago to heart disease 
and muscular dystrophy, when they do 
not function properly. 

That is why teams of scientists at 
nearly 60 medical centers in the United 
States and abroad are currently carry- 
ing on exhaustive studies under the 
‘Sponsorship of one of our leading na- 
tional health agencies, Muscular Dys- 
trophy Association of America, Inc. 


From Cape Cod to Copenhagen, te- 
searchers are patiently taking muscle 
apart, fiber by fiber and molecule by 
molecule, and then putting it back to- 
gether again as far as they can, trying 
to find out what makes it work. 

Virtually the entire business of 
everyday living depends in some way 
on the work done by our muscles. Ac- 
cording to Dr. Albert Szent-Gyorgyi, 
a Hungarian scientist and Nobel prize 
winner now living in America, “Hu- 
man happiness and efficiency are de- 
pendent to a great extent on the good 
working order of our muscle, and no 
end of suffering is due to their dys- 
function. 


A Life of Muscles 


“We begin life,” he reminds us, 
"enclosed in a strong bag of muscle, 
one which is inactive for nine months 
and then goes into strong contraction 
to bring us out into the world. And 
life is terminated, for more than half 
of us, by failure of another muscle, 
the heart.” And between birth and 
death, the thews and sinews that make 
up half our body weight provide us 
with an endless range of services. 

Muscle supports us as we sit, en- 
ables us to walk, run or swim. It not 
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only pumps our blood but sucks in 
the air that we breathe. Without 
muscle we could neither chew, swal- 
low nor fully digest our food. Muscles 
roll and focus our eyes, give expres- 
sion co our faces and tune our vocal 
chords. Without muscle, we could not 
perform,,the tasks by which most of 
us earn a living. 

What is this strange substance and 
what happens when it fails to function 
properly ? 

Muscle was named by the Romans 
because its movement beneath the skin 
suggested the smooth scampering of a 
little mouse—musculus. Muscle often 
looks simple when viewed in terms 
of rippling biceps. But at the level of 
the molecules, a level so minute that 
even the deeply-probing electron mi- 
croscope can’t catch all the details, it 
is a fantastically complex structure. 

All muscle is made up chiefly of 
proteins, long slender particles, several 
thousand times as long as they are 
thick. Thousands of these fine, thread- 
like molecules, laid together side by 
side, make up one fiber of skeletal 
muscle, just thick enough to be visible 
to the naked eye. And thousands of 
these fibers wrapped up in a bundle 
make a muscle. 


Muscle is an oddly paradoxical sub- 
stance. Although strong, it’s extremely 
delicate. ‘‘Only the poets talk about 
muscles of iron,’ Dr. Szent-Gyorgyi 
observes. ‘Really they are a soft jelly.” 

The amount of work the muscles are 
called upon to do determines why our 
traditional Thanksgiving drumstick is 
dark meat instead of white. The meat 
is dark because of its high content of 
myoglobin, a muscle pigment similar 
to the red hemoglobin of blood. Myo- 
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globin stores up oxygen and feeds en- 
ergy into the muscle fibers during 
periods of prolonged activity. The leg 
muscles of the chicken and the turkey 
—animals which do a lot of walking— 
are dark meat. But the flying muscles 
of these domestic fowl—the breast 
meat—are white. The special type of 
stored energy supplied by myoglobin 
is not needed here. White meat does 
only a little work at a time. Most hu- 
man muscle, incidentally, is dark. 


Muscular Dystrophy 

One of the most dramatic and tragic 
examples of what happens when na- 
ture’s delicate balance is upset is to 
be found in muscular dystrophy, one 
of medicine’s most baffling enigmas. 

At 3, sturdy, red-cheeked Jimmy 
won first prize in a “healthy child” 
contest. His father proudly displayed 
his son's well-developed muscles, 
which gave promise of a future ath- 
letic career. But then a strange thing 
happened. At school, Jimmy did not 
excel in sports and games. At play, 
he could not keep up with the other 
boys. A light push would send him 
sprawling on the ground and he had 
more and more difficulty in rising. 
Then he developed a sway back and 
a peculiar waddling walk. 

Jimmy did not outgrow his clumsi- 
ness, and soon his muscles grew pro- 
gressively weaker. At the age of 7, 
this promising, apparently healthy 
youngster was confined to a wheel- 
chair, permanently crippled by muscu- 
lar dystrophy. Jimmy died before his 
tenth birthday. What had happened, 
simply, is that Jimmy's muscles—so 
proudly displayed by his father—had 
turned to fat. 

Actually, the disease is not so rare 


as might be imagined. Jimmy was 
typical of the nearly quarter-million 
persons in the United States alone now 
suffering from MD. At least two-thirds 
ate children between 3 and 13. Of 
these, few will reach their teens and 
almost all will die before reaching 
maturity. 

The cause of this tragic ailment is 
still unknown. But under the auspices 
of MDAA, extensive research into the 
function and deterioration of muscle 
is being carried out on a wide scale. 


Treatment and Experiments 


Already .a synthetic muscle fiber 
which contracts, lifelike, when touched 
with a drop of another muscle com- 
ponent—a magic substance known as 
adenosine triphosphate — has been 
created. With this chemical breath of 
life, scientists are performing other 
miracles, such as reviving an animal 
muscle already stiff with rigor mortis 
or one that has been in the ice-box for 
six months. 

In another project, experiments have 
shown that the electric eel’s ‘‘shocking 
power” results from actual structural 
changes in the membranes of the fish. 
This may eventually lead to a greater 
understanding of the electrical im- 
pulses that are a feature of all living 
-cells, including muscle fiber. 

The most significant recent news, 


however, is that still another group of 
researchers has successfully developed 
a mouse with a condition strikingly 
similar to that found in human beings 
with muscular dystrophy. What makes 
the tiny rodent—affectionately known 
as “‘Funnyfoot’’ to lab workers—so im- 
portant to medical science is that it 
telescopes time. While the mouse re- 
sembles human beings in its biological 
characteristics, it matures within three 
months and reproduces prolifically. 
Thus researchers are able to check 
the results of their experiments in rec- 
ord time. A mouse was the inspiration 
for the name “muscle” in the first 
place. Ironically, centuries later, an- 
other mouse may lead researchers to 
the answer to one of man’s worst dis- 
eases of the muscles. 


How soon studies will yield new 
medicines for mankind’s aching limbs, 
and new hope for the thousands of 
sufferers from such fatal diseases as 
muscular dystrophy, cannot be pre- 
dicted. But science is as relentless as 
disease. In medicine, it is always “the 
day before tomorrow.” And so per- 
haps soon we will be able to under- 
stand the deceptively simple act of 
moving a finger or an eyelash or a 
180-pound human body—an under- 
standing which may prove to be one 
of the greatest boons mankind has 
ever known. 


He—What would | have to give you for one little kiss? 


She—Chloroform. 


Jane—Yesterday my little sister fell off the piano. 


Elaine—Did she get hurt? 


Jane—No, she fell on the soft pedal, 
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CHRISTIAN minimum 


by WILLIAM C. BERKEMEYER 


S': PAUL once was asked by his jailer, “What must I do to 
be saved?” Sometimes non-Christians and non-Lutherans of 
various ages ask Christian laymen and Lutheran pastors, “What 
must I do to become a member of the church?” Behind both 
these questions is the basic concern, ‘What are the minimum 
requirements to be a Christian?’ The word minimum is mis- 
leading if it is interpreted to be: “How little can I do or 
believe and still be a Christian?’ What it really means is: 
“What are the essential requirements of being a Christian ?” 

Will you now think aloud in answer to this question and 
then as a group agree upon a dozen or more requirements for 
being a Christian. Appoint a secretary from your group to write 
down your conclusions. 


Letter from a Pastor 


Dear Luther Leaguers: 

Like you, I have been thinking about the minimum—the essential— 
requirements of being a Christian. I have found it hard to describe this 
minimum for two opposite reasons. If, on the one hand, Christianity 
is meant for everyone—all ages, all mentalities, those who can read 
and those who cannot, African natives and Cambridge professors—it 
must be a simple thing. I must be able to say what it means to be a 
Christian in ways that anyone can grasp. That is quite a job. At the 
opposite end of the scale, Christianity is so high and deep and inclusive 
of all life and all kinds of people and all of human nature that it seems 
impossible for anyone to cover adequately and completely what it means 
to be a Christian. 

How can I be both simple and inclusive? I found my most adequate 
solution in the words St. Paul himself used to answer the man who 
asked him, “What must I do to be saved?” His answer was simple and 
inclusive in the sense that a seed is. Paul did not begin by describing 
the nature and size and fruitfulness of the tree which is the final result 
of being a Christian. What he said was in effect: “Just take this seed 
and plant it deeply in the soil of your life.” What is that seed? 

My tentative answer focuses upon three short words in Paul’s reply, 
which was: ‘Believe in the Lord Jesus.’ (Acts 16:31) Since the jailer 


had asked: ‘““What must I do?’ Paul’s answer first of all was a kind of 
correction. 

“What must you do? Nothing?” implies Paul. “You cannot save 
yourself. Nothing you can do will save you. The very word ‘‘save”’ 
means that you are helpless. You must begin there—realizing that you 
need a Divine Saviour.” 

This would be my first requirement to be a Christian—to feel the 
need for help—to feel we cannot manage ourselves and our life alone— 
to feel the need to be saved. As long as a person does not sense this— 
as long as he thinks he is sufficient unto himself, he cannot be a Christian, 
no matter what else he thinks and believes and does. The Bible uses 
many different words to approach this idea. Repentance is one. Humility 
is another. Conversion and rebirth are still others. Various people will 
find most meaning in one particular word among these. But each in 
its own way and all together stand for a sense of need to be saved 
from one’s own personal inadequacies. 

Now the second requirement to be a Christian is directly expressed 
by Paul in the verb ‘Believe in.’ Note that Paul did not say “believe 
that,” but “believe in.’’ Paul was not asking that a person believe that 
someone had lived or done something. That kind of belief does not 
make one a Christian. The New Testament says: ‘The devils also believe 
and tremble.’ Many people you know may believe but show they do 
not care. Nor did Paul list a series of truths to be believed. There are 
many doctrines that a Christian believes. But this does not make him 
a Christian. I am not a Christian, for example, because I believe that 
God is good. Rather, I believe that God is good because I am a Christian. 
Christian “beliefs” are part of the fruit rather than the seed of being 
a Christian. Fruits appear slowly. Not all are alike, and not every tree 
bears the same amount of fruit. 

Paul says, ‘“Believe in,” meaning “have faith in” or ‘‘trust.”” This kind 
of faith is not a theory or a kind of knowledge but a living and personal 
experience. It is the experience of being with a person who is so trust- 
worthy that he makes us trust him more and more. Such trust does not 
mean that we have confidence in him in a far away fashion, but that 
he is the friend of our life—the one with whom we are most intimate, 
with whom we spend most time, whose advice we always seek and take, 
of whose wisdom and love for us we are so sure that we entrust our 
very life to him. We follow him and walk with him and imitate him 
and obey him. We believe in him as our “‘saviour.’”’ We discover that 
our need to be saved is being met as we put ourselves in his hands 
and make his will and wisdom and spirit and way our own. This kind 
of faith in, trust in, belief in, someone, not ourselves, is essential for 


‘ being a Christian. 


The third requirement I see in Paul’s brief answer is in the word, 
“Lord.” That word requires special interpretation. We need to by-pass 
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all the other proper meanings of the word “Lord” and recognize that 
in the New Testament, it means basically what we mean when we say 
“God.” A Christian is not only one who feels he needs and allows 
someone else to lead and guide and rule his life, but one who lives 
in such a trusting relationship with God as his “Lord.” A Christian is 
one who is ruled not from within or from around him—not by his 
independent will or that of any other human person or group of persons. 
A Christian is one who is ruled from above alone, ruled by God. The 
Christian says to the Divine Creator and Provider and Father and Judge 
of life: “Here am I! Use me! Rule me! Save me!’ A Christian trusts 
God so utterly because of his experience of God’s nature—because he 
has reason to believe that God creates and provides and leads and 
guides and will judge out of love for men, out of desire to make men 
into His own image and society into a perfect community, a kingdom of 
heaven. Now this conviction—this idea—this experience of what God 
is like and what He requires and what we ought to be and do and why 
is not just a theory or a vague dream. 

It is the result of a fourth requirement of being a Christian— 
namely, knowing Jesus. Faith in God as righteous love and all that this 
means for this life and eternity is produced by knowing a man of history 
—what he said—what he did—what his fate was. To be a Christian 
a man must know Jesus the teacher, Jesus the example, Jesus the cruci- 
fied, Jesus the risen Christ. Knowing Jesus is not just knowing facts 
about him, but knowing the meaning of his life and ministry. Since 
the Jesus of history is not a contemporary of ours, we can know him and 
the meaning of his gospel only through others. 

Here we come to the final requirement, the fifth basic essential of 
being a Christian—living in the fellowship of what we call the Church. 
The jailer described in Acts, when he felt inadequate, had to turn to 
the Church—to one of its apostles and teachers and preachers, Paul, 
for an answer to his question. Even then, less than a generation after 
Jesus’ death, Jesus sits be known to others only through His fellowship, 
which Paul elsewhere called ‘His body,” the Church. This was long 
before the New Testament was written. Today, too, a Christian can get 
to know Jesus only through the total impression made on him by life 
in the Church: the life of worship, the life of Christian fellowship and 
service, the life of reading and studying the Scriptures. No one of these 
can be divorced from any other. We get to know Jesus not through the 
Bible alone—not through the tradition and teaching of the Church 
alone—not through practical work and worship with other Christians 
alone. Even when you put all these together, they cannot provide us with 
the exact details of what Jesus said or did or experienced—nor the 
exactly correct beliefs about the Trinity or the atonement or the Sacra- 
ments. But they do faithfully tell us the total meaning of Jesus’ life 
and teaching and power and crucifixion and resurrection. 


This is my way—at the moment—of outlining to myself and for 
others the Christian minimum, in the sense of expressing the basic 
essentials of what it means to be a Christian. I am sure there are many 
other ways which I would find satisfactory too, for Christianity is so 
great and rich, even in its essentials, that it cannot be confined to any one 
set of words, Let me sum up again, however, what the Christian minimum 
is, in words so barren they are capable of many misunderstandings. 


To be a Christian means: 
(1) 
(2) 


(3) 
(4) 


(5) 


Christ; 


To feel how incapable I am to live a self-sufficient life; 

To entrust my life and its daily decisions to the guidance and 
direction of someone else; 

To choose to make God the Lord of my life; 

To search to know the God of righteous love revealed in Jesus 


To seek to lay hold of this faith, this God, this Christ, this 


salvation in and through the fellowship of the Church. 


WORSHIP 


From whatever hymnal you use, choose 
hymns and prayers from the following cate- 
gories: The Church, Faith, Fellowship with 
Christ. Read as a lesson before the topic Acts 
16:25-34. A simple order is best, e.g. hymn, 
psalm, prayer, scripture, hymn, topic, prayer 
and hymn. 

This letter from a pastor is intended to be 
used only at the conclusion of the topic. It 
is suggested that after the devotions, the 
chairman of the meeting divide the group 
into smaller groups. Each group should con- 
sist, ideally, of from four to seven persons. 
There should be within each group a leader 
and a secretary to record the decisions of 
the group. If necessary, the leader and the 
secretary could be the same person. If adult 
advisors are on hand, they should be as- 
signed one to each group. If the total group 
is very small (8-10), it can operate as a 
single unit. 

For the sake of uniformity in presentation, 
it would be desirable if each leader and 
secretary were provided with mimeographed 
sheets containing the proper instructions. If 
sthis is not practical, these instructions can be 
read and explained by the chairman. Each 
group would then be provided with a plain 
sheet for recording its findings. 


In any case, before the groups separate, 
the chairman, in presenting the assignments 
should give each group a fixed amount of 
time (perhaps ten to fifteen minutes) to pre- 
pare its report. For natural reasons some 
groups will work more rapidly than others. 
Each group should keep working to the end 
of the period even though some reports are 
more extensive than others. The point is not 
to make a comparison of the reports as 
such or even attempt a summary—but to 
get everyone thinking about the subject and 
involved, later on, in discussing the variety 
of tentative answers. 


When the whole group re-assembles, each 
secretary should be asked to read slowly 
and clearly the conclusions of his or her 
group. Before any discussion is permitted, 
the chairman ought to read the pastoral let- 
ter on the same theme. If all this is done, 
there is bound to be discussion, perhaps 
more than you have time to complete. This 
discussion will of course include all the ma- 
terials assembled on this theme. It might be 
begun and furthered by such questions as: 
How short can such a statement be and still 
be adequate? How lengthy can it get and 
still be sufficiently simple? How can you 
find words that will rightly convey to every- 
one what you mean? 
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WANTED 


S$ 0: €. 10.0 |. ee tees 
havetorunads 


to give away money 


pee you a Reed or Wright—an 
Abbott, Anderson, Cook or may- 
be a Murphy? Do you work for a large 
company, or belong to a labor union? 
Did you run a newspaper route in your 
youth—or learn to bake a cherry pie? 


If you can answer any of these 
questions in the affirmative, then you 
—or your offspring—may be eligible 
for a college scholarship! Few people 
have any idea of the number and vari- 
ety—and sometimes the oddity—of 
educational bequests. 


According to the ‘“Lovejoy-Jones 
College Scholarship Guide,” there are 
at least 141,554 available scholarships 
valued at $31,056,754 and an addi- 
tional 15,369 fellowships worth an- 
other $10,642,324. Individual stipends 
range from little $10 prizes to big, 
fat $2,000-a-year windfalls. Many, 
many grants go begging each year— 
and no wonder! 


It’s proved difficult, for example, to 
locate the blue-blooded descendant of 
Lady Ann Mowlson (maiden name 
Radcliffe). Know him? He’s in line 
for several hundred dollars from Har- 
vard. Harvard has a long list of such 
family-name endowments and _ there 
aren't always enough applications from 
eligible candidates to fill them. And 
Yale has used newspaper advertising to 
find Leavenworths or deForests to 
claim the grants set aside for them. 


But even if you haven't the winning 
combination of letters in your sur- 
name, there are many off-beat scholar- 
ship endowments for which you or 
yours can qualify. Are you clean-liv- 
ing, right-thinking? Worcester Poly- 
tech, (Worcester, Mass.) has an award 
for a student possessing “Yankee in- 
genuity.” Randolph Macon (Ashland, 


Va.) has grants to develop men with 
“moral leadership,” especially for “fu- 
ture newspaper editors, preachers, pub- 
lic officers and teachers.” 

Pembroke College (Providence, 
R.I.) has a fund for a non-smoking, 
upright and needy girl. If her lips have 
never touched liquor either, she is 
eligible for a similar reward from Cor- 
nell University. For the girl whose 
virtues are the domestic sort, there’s a 
$500 scholarship in home economics at 
the college of her choice—/f she wins 
a cherry pie-baking contest! 

Also bidding for the wholesome 
scholar, Skidmore (Saratoga Springs, 
N.Y.) has a Girl Scout Scholarship 
and Albright College (Reading, Pa.) 
has three for Eagle Scouts. Harvard 
University has an award for a former 
Boston newsboy, and Lake Forest Col- 
lege (Lake Forest, Ill.) has tuition 
grants for retired newsgirls. Caddies 
can claim scholarships at some col- 
leges. Drum majors, baton twirlers 
and band players qualify for aid from 
a number of educational institutions; 
if your recreation was baseball, you 
might win a grant. from Columbia, 
Alabama or Maryland universities. 

The occupation of the student’s 
father might furnish the winning an- 
swer. Farmers’ daughters are preferred 
for a scholarship grant at Carleton 
‘College (Northfield, Minn.); engi- 


neering or liberal arts students at Tufts 
(Medford, Mass.) can get awards if 
their fathers were fishermen. Children 
of taxi drivers, electrical workers, up- 
holsterers, janitors and laundry work- 
ers are eligible for college scholarships 
endowed by the labor unions to which 
their parents belong. 

Many large companies offer scholar- 
ship preference to children of em- 
ployees, or young employees seeking 
advancement. Students with specific 
vocational aims can draw on a daz- 
zling variety of scholarships: at Grin- 
nell (Grinnell, Iowa) in advertising, 
at American University (Washington, 
D.C.) in food retailing, at University 
of Iowa in plumbing and heating, and 
at University of West Virginia in coal 
mining! 

Whether you spring from May- 
flower passengers or more recent ar- 
rivals, there’s bound to be a scholar- 
ship for which you or your kids qual- 
ify by virtue of racial, religious or 
ethnic background. Children of war 
veterans—including descendants of 
those who fought on either side of the 
Civil War—are eligible for innumer- 
able grants. 

In addition to all these scholarships, 
of course, there are a vast number de- 
signed solely for members of the most 
exclusive group of all—those who are 
just plain smart! 


A bishop was invited to dinner. During the meal he was 
astonished to hear the young daughter of the house state 
that a person must be very brave these days to go to church. 

“Why do you say that?” asked the bishop. 

“Because,” said the child, “I heard papa tell mamma last 


Sunday there was a big shot in the pulpit, the canon was in 


the vestry, the choir murdered the anthem, and the organist 


drowned the choir.” 
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AGAINST GOD 


“.. . sinned against thee by thought, word and deed” 
by LUTHER F. SCHLENKER 


ALGEBRA To get to the answer let’s start with something that happens 

to all of us. In school the teacher gives us an algebra prob- 
lem to do, or maybe it is one in commercial arithmetic. We work out the 
problem and get the answer, and we think it’s right until we get to class 
and then find that our answer is wrong. 


SPARK Or here is Jim working over that old secondhand car with the 
PLUGS hopes of getting it purring like this year’s model. He has just 

cleaned all the spark plugs, but when he attaches the wires to 
the plugs he gets them mixed up. The motor won’t run. He has done 
something which is wrong. 

In both the algebra problem and the spark plug wires we can say, 
“They are wrong.’ No great damage is done, however. It didn’t cost any 
money. No one was hurt. These are mistakes. They are not very bad. 

But now let’s move on. 


FALSE In schools there are shiny red fire alarm boxes on walls here 
FIRE and there. If some joker gets fooling around with one of 
ALARM them and turns in a false alarm, immediately every class will 

be interrupted and everyone will have to leave the building. 
I hope we all would agree that this would be wrong. 


STOP Or here at a crossroad is a stop sign. Along comes Mr. Driver. 
SIGN Maybe he’s a dreamy driver and maybe he’s a dreadful driver. 
He goes right through the stop sign. That’s wrong. 


PARACHUTE Here’s another one. There is a right way and a wrong 

way to fold a parachute, just as there is a right way and 
a wrong way to fold a road map. If you fold a road map wrong no 
harm is done. It just doesn’t lie flat. But if you fold a parachute wrong 
someone’s life my be endangered. (To make sure the men who fold 
parachutes do it properly they have to jump out of an air plane every 
now and then using one of the parachutes picked at random which they 
themselves have folded.) 


CLASSES Now let us pause—not for a coke—but to reconsider the 
OF kinds of wrong we have mentioned thus far; algebra problem, 
WRONG spark plug wires, false fire alarm, stop sign, folded para- 
chute. If you were asked to put them in two classes which 

ones would be the least wrong and which would be the most wrong? 

The algebra problem and the spark plug wires are simple mistakes 
and not bad because they involve things only, but the fire alarm, stop 
sign, and folded parachute are much worse because they involve more 
than things; they involve persons. In the case of the fire alarm no actual 
harm may be done. In the case of the stop sign and the folded parachute 
it might mean the death of a person. Therefore the last two are the 
most wrong. 

Let’s discuss wrongs that involve persons. 


MYSELF The first person that can be harmed by the wrong we do is 

obviously the closest one. If a boy is playing with a dynamite 
cap that he found and it explodes, the closest person will be hurt the 
most and that will probably be himself. You are a person worth more 
than all the gold in Fort Knox. If you do wrong and it hurts you, that 
is serious. 

Here is a person who smokes two packs of cigarettes a day. He has 
read about the medical reports which show that there is a definite con- 
nection between cigarette smoking and lung cancer, that the more cigarette 
smoking a person does the more he is liable to get lung cancer. He doesn’t 
like these reports, but instead of stopping smoking . . . he stops reading. 
He says, “Maybe it happened to Arthur Godfrey, but it won’t happen 
to me.’ This person is flirting with his health and perhaps his life. It 
involves a person. This is a wrong far more serious than a mistake in 
an algebra problem. 


OTHERS The second class of persons that can be harmed by wrong 

are other persons around us. If I get lung cancer, it will 
bring sorrow and trouble to those around me, my parents, my brothers 
and sisters, my friends. This is doing wrong to others in an indirect way. 
However we often say and do things directly to those with whom we 
associate, which are wrong. This hurts them directly. Mary who would 
like to have Jim ask her to the Junior Prom. Instead he asks Joan. Mary 
is jealous of Joan, so she makes some catty remarks about her and drops 
innuendos which put Joan in a bad light and cast a shadow on her 
reputation. Mary gets even but Joan is harmed. Here is a wrong that is 
much worse than mixing up some spark plug wires. 


GOD Oneself and others, these are the two classifications of persons 
“ we have considered thus far who may be offended by wrong. Is 
there any other? Yes, there is the Divine Person, God. Wrong against 
persons is more serious than wrong against things and the wrong against 
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God is most serious of all. 

There are two kinds of wrong which we commit against God. The 
first class is wrongs that we do. These are often called sins of com- 
mission. To illustrate such a wrong of commission read Genesis 4:1-16. 


COMMISSION Here we see that Cain did the most serious wrong that 

he probably could have done to his brother Abel. 
He killed him. This was very wrong. But notice too, and this is why this 
story has been selected, it shows that as soon as Cain harmed his brother 
and did wrong to him, he also wronged God and displeased and dis- 
obeyed him. It was God’s will that Cain should be kind and helpful 
toward his brother, but he was just the opposite. He hated his brother 
and did evil to him. So he sinned not only against his brother but also 
against God, for he did not live as God, his creator, wanted him to live. 
Cain’s case is an extreme case. Yet we all act like Cain from time to time. 
We don’t go so far as he did, but we also at times are hateful, or jealous 
toward other persons. When we are, we commit wrong against them and 
against God, too. 


OMISSION The second kind of wrong against God is not doing the 
things he wants us to do, or not being the kind of person 
he wants us to be. These we call sins of omission. Read Matthew 22:37-39. 

Here Jesus tells us what we are to do toward God, love him with all 
our heart, soul, and mind. This we must do if we want to be in the right 
relation to him. Now ask yourself this question. Do I do just that? Do 
I always, in every moment love God with all my heart, mind and soul. 
Or to be really truthful and accurate about it, do I in avy moment love 
God with my whole heart, mind, and soul. Nobody ever did that but 
Jesus himself. Therefore everyone is doing wrong all the time because 
he is not loving God 100%. 

In the case of Cain we learned that when we do wrong toward our 
fellow man it is a wrong toward God. In like manner when we fail to 
do the right thing toward our fellowman, God becomes involved. As 
Jesus said (Matthew 22:39) we are to love our neighbor. This God 
wants and expects. The story of the Good Samaritan illustrates this. 
(Luke 10:30-37). 

The priest and the Levite did not harm the poor man in the ditch 
who was beaten and robbed, but neither did they do right toward him. 
Theirs was a sin of omission. The robbers who beat up the man did 
a sin of commission. They all did wrong toward the poor traveller and 
in so doing they displeased God and did wrong toward him, too. 

To summarize, we see that there are different degrees of wrong. Those 
that merely involve things, we can call mistakes. This discussion is not 
concerned with them. Those that involve persons whether human or 
Divine we call sims. 


HOW BAD IS WRONG? 


CONSEQUENCES The path that we must take to find that answer 

lies in the question: “What are the consequences 
of wrong?” Is it like sickness. We judge a sickness to be bad in propor- 
tion to the seriousness of its consequences. If you have a pain in the 
abdomen it may mean that you drank too much cold water too fast, or 
it may mean that you have appendicitis. A pain from the latter is much 
more serious than from the former. The former will soon pass away but 
the later might result in your death. 

So let us ask ourselves about wrong. What are the consequences? First 
let us look at the consequences in this life. These are varied and of 
different sorts. Sometimes there is punishment, as in the case of Cain, 
which all can see. At other times there seems to be no punishment. Some- 
times the wicked seem to get along better than the rightous. The crooks 
and mean people prosper and the good people have a hard time making 
ends meet. However that is not the whole answer. You get the whole 
answer only when you look at the whole picture. 

It is like the two farmers who were discussing whether or not to plough 
on Sunday. The first farmer said that he planned to plough on Sundays 
and that when October came around he would be ahead of the other 
farmer who did not plan to work on Sunday. The second farmer replied 
that God did not make final settlement in October. 


FINAL In the life hereafter accounts will be settled and the 
JUDGMENT books will be balanced. Nothing will escape in the reck- 
oning. Jesus made this clear. (Read Matthew 12:36). 

Jesus even gives a picture of what this last and final accounting will be 
like—when wrongs will be reckoned and sins will be judged. (Read 
Matthew 25:31-46). 

Notice particularly the judgment upon those who did wrong by not 
doing the right, whose sin was the sin of omission. They are, to quote 
Jesus, condemned to “‘everlasting fire and everlasting punishment.’ Could 
there be any consequences more serious or terrible. Paul puts it in another 
way but tells of an equally serious consequence in Romans 6:23, when 
he says “The wages of sin is death.” 


WRONG If the consequences are so terrible, then in God's eyes 
IS the wrong must be terrible, too. How bad is wrong? It 
DREADFUL is plenty bad. It is utterly bad. In fact it is worse than 

anyone can describe. It is uniquely serious for it is re- 
bellion against God. It results in death, real death. It cannot be shrugged 
off by anyone for there is no one who can escape judgment, whose life 
will not be brought under review. A pupil can fool the teacher, a person 
can fool his associates, but no one can fool God. When the book of your 
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life is finally opened for reckoning at the last judgment, there everything 
will be revealed. 


EXCUSES How about excuses and alibis? Will they be accepted? Ex- 

cuses will not change the judgment upon us for excuses will 
not right the wrongs that have been done. Cain could have cooked u 
a thousand excuses for his action; they would not have brought Abel back 
to life. The priest or Levite could have thought up many alibis for not 
helping the poor man who had been robbed, but that would never have 
changed the fact that they didn’t help him. Excuses change nothing. 
Each person will be held accountable. 


DESPAIR Now you will say, does this not bring us to a sense of 

despair and despondency? We are all so laden with guilt 
and sin that we are like a drowning man who has his hands tied behind 
his back and sandbags around his neck and is sinking in the middle of 
the sea. 

One time a heathen Chinese is reported to have said to a missionary. 
“Why do you come to China to tell us about sin? Before you tell our 
people about sin they are happy in their ignorance. After you tell them 
about sin they are sad.” Certainly it is not a happy thought to think about 
how serious and awful is sin and its consequences. But it is the truth and 
we might as well face up to it. Anything else would be like the fabled 
stupid ostrich who stuck his head in the sand when the wolves started 
coming for him. 


WHAT CAN I DO ABOUT IT? 


Since wrong is so bad and sin is so dreadful in its consequences, what 

can I do about it? Here is a five point prescription of what you should do. 

1. Recognize the seriousness of wrong. 

2. Sincerely ask God’s forgiveness. 

3, Cling to the Gospel that Jesus died to make up for your sin. 

4. Keep hearing and reading God’s Word, trust in your baptism, keep 
receiving the Lord’s Supper. Through these you are assured that 
your sins are forgiven in Christ. 

5. Never forget John 3:16. 


WORSHIP SUGGESTIONS 
RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 51 


QUESTIONS 
1. Is it wrong in the sight of God for 


a man to get drunk if he harms no one else 
in the process? 
2. What kinds of wrong can you classify? 
3. Why is a wrong involving a person 
more serious than one involving a thing? 
4. Why is God wronged if a human being 
is wronged? 
5. Does God’s judgment seem too strict? 


30 


HYMNS: Pick hymns on Sin, Judgment, Re- 
pentance, or Forgiveness. 

SCRIPTURE: Scripture readings are inte- 
grated into the topie. 

If you want to read one separately be- 
fore the topic, then pick one of those cited 
in the topic. 


ey Sunday is for youth, the 
youth of the United Lutheran 
Church in America. It provides an 
opportunity for Luther Leaguers to 
serve effectively a congregation by 
witnessing to Christ in their lives. It 
demonstrates the power of the Holy 
Spirit when young lives are confronted 
by the gospel. 

Youth Sunday is for adults, too. It 
helps parents to become aware of the 
dynamic role that a Luther League can 
play in guiding young people in pat- 
terns of Christian growth. 

Youth Sunday is for the whole con- 
gregation. To be effective, a Luther 
League must be the concern of every 
Church member, not just the newly 
confirmed. Responsible youth need the 
support and guidance, not supervision, 
of equally responsible adults. Together 
much can be accomplished. 

This year’s theme, “In This Sign 
Conquer,” speaks directly to the total 
life of every Christian. It is the mes- 
sage of the cross as each man is con- 
fronted by his cross in his everyday 
existence. 

The nature of your Youth Sunday 
presentations will be determined by 
your available facilities and the type of 
witness you wish to make. You will 
want to consider the possibility of a 
special evening service to which the 
whole congregation is invited as well 
as other opportunities for presenta- 
tion which the material itself may sug- 
gest. 

Some congregations expand their 
celebration of Youth Sunday into an 
observance of Youth Week. They 
simply translate the purpose of Youth 
Sunday into a program, and schedule 
events according to the needs and in- 
terests of their group. 
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During such a Youth Week a 
variety of well-planned activities for 
young people is scheduled. Special dis- 
cussion groups are featured in which 
different phases of the Youth Sunday 
theme are studied. Other events of 
Youth Week include service projects, 
worship, and fellowship. Whether or 
not you plan to celebrate a Youth 
Week or confine your activities to 
Youth Sunday, careful planning, in- 
tensive preparation, and a flood of 
good publicity are a necessity. Begin 
your plans this summer to insure ade- 
quate readiness for the next to last 
Sunday in September. 

Remember that Youth Sunday or 
Youth Week should not a single-shot 
affair. It should be the beginning of 
a year long program of worship, fel- 
lowship, service, and education for 
all the youth of the parish. Such a 
program requires team work. It rests 
upon the active concern and interest 
of the whole congregation fully dedi- 
cated to the work of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


MATERIALS 

Available from LLA is a colorful 
Youth Sunday poster, useful in pub- 
licity or decorations. Worship bulle- 
tins, blank on the inside for your own 
mimeographing, may also be secured, 
along with additional copies of the 
leader’s guide. All materials are avail- 
able free in quantity from the Luther 
League of America, 2900 Queen Lane, 
Philadelphia 29, Pa. The special offer- 
ing envelopes sent with your order 
will enable your congregation to aid in 
the financing of these items as well 
as carrying out the program of the 
Luther League of America. 


IN THIS SIGN CONQUER 


by RALPH R. HELLERICH 


ice fantasy has been designed for presentation in the church build- 
ing, although it can be adapted for use in other situations. There 
are speaking parts for four men, four women, the Pastor, and a chorus. 
Wherever possible, the actors for the parts should be secured from the 
membership of the group. The cooperation of the Pastor is invited. The 
chorus is a speech choir, which can be made up of few or many young 
people. 

The costumes and props are simple and easily prepared. The only 
prop required is a large wooden cross to be placed in the chancel of 
the church building. Preferably, the wood of the cross should be rough 
and unfinished. Depending on the color of the background, it may be 
desirable to stain the wood a dark color, or paint it black, to make it 
more outstanding. This life-sized cross should be placed in the very center 
of the chancel, so that it immediately catches and holds the eye-interest 
of the congregation. 

Only two of the players will need costumes. These two are the thief 
of the cross, and John, the beloved disciple. The costumes of both could 
be very similar in design, varying only in color. The costume would 
consist of a short skirt; rough leg wrappings reaching from knee to 
ankle; simple sandals for the feet; and a large colored sheet to cover 
the upper part of the body. All other players appear in ordinary street 
clothing such as they would normally wear to church. 

The players would not all be positioned in the chancel area. As 
the fantasy begins, only the Pastor and the speech choir are to be seen, 
one on either side of the cross. The solo voice is one of the members of 
the chorus. When the thief appears, he walks from the rear of the 
church, down the center aisle, to the chancel, talking as he walks for- 
ward. John makes his appearance in the same manner, from the rear 

of the church building. 
If your church has a balcony, station the “young girl in the bal- 
cony” on one side of the balcony. When her cue comes, she merely rises 
in her place to speak her lines, and then resumes her seat. If you have 
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no balcony, have this player sit in the last pew on the left hand side 
of the church as you face the altar. The “young woman in the front of 
the church” should be seated in one of the front pews on the left hand 
side of the church. The “young man” who speaks next should be seated 
in one of the front pews on the right hand side. The “woman in the 
balcony” is either placed in the balcony or in the last pew on the right 
side of the church. The teenager and his girl-friend are seated near the 
front of the church, right next to the center aisle. Each of these indi- 
viduals’'rises in his place when his turn comes to speak, and sits down 
again after his final words have been spoken. 


CHORUS: In This Sign Conquer. In This Sign Conquer. 

SOLO VOICE: Legend tells us that these are the words which the Emperor 
Constantine saw emblazoned in the sky. At this time Christianity was still 
young, and Christians were being persecuted. Constantine was not yet 
emperor, and was faced with one of the most important battles of his 
life. On the evening before the battle, as the armies were poised to strike, 
Constantine looked up into the heavens and saw there a huge cross. With 
the cross were these words: In This Sign Conquer. Constantine was not 
a Christian, but at this moment he resolved that, if he won the battle 
the next day, he would end all persecution of Christians. History records 
that he both won the battle and kept his promise. 

CHORUS: In This Sign Conquer. In This Sign Conquer. 


SD 


PRESENTATION TIPS This presentation may be used in the church 


or in any other auditorium or large room. If 
it is used in the church, be sure you have the permission of the pastor 
and council, and that they have seen the script before giving it an OK. 

Stage directions mention a balcony. If there is none, use the back 
pew of the church or adapt as needed. Other changes may need to be 
made to fit your specific situation. 

The phantasy will be most effective if the parts are memorized. If 
this cannot be done, read the long sections (after knowing them thor- 
oughly) but try to memorize the shorter dialogue, so that the script may 
be held but looked at as little as possible. 

Although this is not a full-scale play, rehearsal is definitely neces- 
sary. It must sound natural and unrehearsed—and this means several 
rehearsals. Timing is important. 

The “voice from the cross” is something that may bother a few folks 
unless it is done extremely well, and possibly by an adult. The person 
speaking this part should not be seen. The voice should be friendly and 
deliberate. Other voices should suit the personalities they vocalize. 
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PASTOR: While these words go back to the time of Constantine, the symbol 
of the cross goes back still further. Already at the time of Constantine 
the cross was a well-known symbol of Christianity. For Christians through 
all ages it has stood as a memorial of a much greater victory than the 
battle won by Constantine. The cross speaks of the victory that Christ won 
on the cross of Golgotha. In This Sign Conquer, reminds us of the victory 
Christ won for ws over sin and death. 

THIEF: Hold it, preacher. I get so tired of hearing this stuff over and over 
again. You got this all wrong. This fellow Jesus didn’t win any victory 
over death there on Golgotha. He died, just like I did. My cross was 
right alongside his, and I should know. Why, he was such a weakling he 
was the first to die. When the soldiers came around to make sure we were 
dead he was gone already. He was as dead as a doornail. Where do you 
get this stuff that he won some victory on the cross? He was beat, he was 
finished, he was dead. And what good did he get out of it? Now I'll grant 
you I died there too. But, man, I really lived before they got me. Sure 
I stole; but I lived high. Good food, sharp clothes, plenty of women, fun 
and excitement—I had them all. Sure I didn’t want to die, but at least 
I had something to look back on. But that poor fish Jesus! What a joke 
that was! Spent all his time preaching; went around healing people. Why 
I'll bet he was never drunk in his life! They tell me he never worried 
about food, and never knew where his next meal was coming from. Huh, 
that means he went hungry plenty of times. They tell me there were plenty 
of women following him around, but he must of been crazyy because he 
never touched a one. Then he gets strung up on the cross, and ends up 
stone dead. How do you guys get the guts to say he won some kind of 
victory on that cross? (in desperation) He died, I tell you; he died! 

JOHN: Sure, he died. I was there too. I was one of his followers, and I saw 
him die on that cross. There’s no doubt in my mind; I know he died. 
I helped take his dead body down from the cross; I helped lay it in the 
tomb. 

THIEF: See, I told you, I told you. He was dead, dead! Maybe now you'll 
believe me, and cut out all this nonsense about a victory on the cross. 
JOHN: No, because he didn’t stay dead. He rose again from the dead. Three 

days later I went to the tomb where they laid him, and his body was gone. 

THIEF: That's easy enough to figure out. Somebody stole the corpse. It’s easy 
to steal, right under the noses of Roman guards. I should know; | did 
it often enough. 

JOHN: That's what we thought at first. We thought the Sanhedrin had ordered 
that his body be hidden. But that same night we saw Jesus—alive! And 
not only once, but a number of times! And not only when we were alone, 
but often when many of us were together! We saw him, we talked to 

; him, we listened to him as he talked, we ate with him! He’s not dead; 
he’s alive! 

PASTOR: This is the victory we speak of, the victory over death. We believe 
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that he rose again, and that he lives today. We believe that we have the 
same victory through him; that we, too, shall live throughout eternity. 


CHORUS: In This Sign Conquer. He is not dead, but lives again. As he rose, 


so we too shall rise, and live with him. 


GIRL IN BALCONY: (screaming) Stop it; stop it! It’s all a lie! Just one 


big lie! You don’t know what you're talking about. You are only saying 
words you have heard. But listen to me; I know! (slight pause) Last 
week my little brother died. He was only two years old, and cute as a 
button. But he died! Don’t try to deny it, pastor. You were there; you 
saw it all. He died! But why did he have to die? He was only two years 
old. My mother and father taught him his prayers, and said them with 
him at night. The rest of us kids have always come to Sunday school. 
Mom and Dad are right here in church every Sunday. They try to be good 
Christians. And they prayed for Richard; how they prayed! Even when 
the doctor said there was no hope, they kept on praying. But what good 
did it do them? What good did it do them? He died! While they were 
praying, he died. While they were praying to this God who is supposed 
to be so good, this God who raised his own son from the dead, this God 
who is supposed to raise us. And then you stand up there and say so 
proudly: By This Sign Conquer! It’s a lie. 


YOUNG WOMAN IN FRONT OF CHURCH: (facing girl in balcony) No, 


it’s not a lie. It’s the truth. (she turns to face the chorus) Say it again, 
for me. 


CHORUS: (weakly) In This Sign Conquer. 
YOUNG WOMAN: Oh, you can say it more firmly than that. It is true, you 


know. Come on now, say it again. 


CHORUS: (stronger) In This Sign Conquer. (Chorus looks around and is 


assured there are no objections.) In This Sign Conquer. 


YOUNG WOMAN: Thank you; that’s much better. (sarns to balcony again.) 
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You see, I too lost someone I love. Someone I love very dearly. I lost 
him nine years ago. We had been married for only a year, and then he 
had to leave. Oh, we knew it was coming, because he left to serve in the 
army. He got his basic training, and then was shipped to Japan, and 
then to Korea. You may not remember it, but shortly after he arrived 
there, nine years ago, war broke out in Korea. He survived the first two 
months of war, and then, in a little village whose name I don’t even know, 
he died. No, he wasn’t really a hero; he died doing a dirty job that he 
felt had to be done. He was cut down by enemy fire without knowing 
what hit him. I received the telegram shortly afterwards. I couldn't believe 
it at first; I was just dazed. Then it really hit me, and the whole awful 
truth closed in over me. And I’ll admit it, I was terribly bitter at the 
time. You see, my Richard was planning to go into the ministry when he 
got back home! Richard was preparing for a lifetime of service to this 
God, and God let him down. God let him be killed by some heathen 
sniper’s bullet. I couldn't even believe in God any more. The pastor can 


tell you; I didn’t even want to attend the church’s memorial service for 
my husband. But two weeks after Richard died I received a letter. He 
had written it the morning of the day he was killed. That letter opened 
my eyes. He spoke in his letter of the real possibility of his death. I can 
tell you the words by heart; I read them so often. He wrote: “Please 
don’t be too disturbed if I am killed. I don’t want to die, of course, but 
I feel strengthened in case it should come. I’ve had a lot of time to think 
in the past months, and am more and more convinced of the love of God 
and the truth of the teachings of Jesus. This may seem strange, because 
in the same few months I have seen a great deal to suggest to me that 
there is no loving God. But I am confident that as he raised his Son from 
the dead, so I too can look forward.to life, now and after death.” (pause) 
When I got that letter I read it again and again. And it finally changed 
my bitterness into hope, and my hatred into love. It gave me the courage 
to go on living. There is a victory to be found in that cross: The Victory 
of Life. 

CHORUS: (with renewed strength) In This Sign Conquer. In This Sign 
Conquer. 

PASTOR: The victory over death is not the only victory which comes through 
the cross. There is also the victory over sin. 

YOUNG MAN: Aw, baloney. I knew I shouldn’t have come here. But now 
that I’m here I might as well speak my piece. (be faces the young woman) 
Lady, I don’t want to disturb you. But for every one like your husband 
there were hundreds, maybe thousands, like me. I was raised pretty good. 
I went to Sunday school, and I was confirmed, and I joined the Luther 
League. And then I was drafted. I fought in that war there in Korea, 
too. But all that stuff I learned in Sunday school and church seemed far 
away. Just like I had to leave my civilian clothes at home, I seemed to 
leave everything else at home, too. Things were different, and all this stuff 
about victory through Christ just didn’t fit with what I was doing and 
where I was. When we got a few days off we got drunk. Blame us? 
Nights without sleep . . . buddies killed all around us . . . living in 
mud and filth for weeks . . . hating, killing—what’d you expect us to 
do? Hold a tea party? Sit around and sing hymns? We got drunk. And 
if we were sent back to Japan for rest leave, we went out and got the 
whole works. Pastor, I know you wouldn’t like it if I told you all we 
did, but we did it! This Christian stuff seemed too far away; it didn’t 
mean anything. God wasn’t over there; he didn’t know the way things 
really were! 

JOHN: But that’s where you're wrong. Now maybe you were taught that 
God and Jesus only knew the nice things in life. Maybe you were taught 
to think of Jesus only in Sunday school and church, Sometimes Christians 
make the mistake of teaching that to their children. Don’t kid yourself. 
My Jesus would have known exactly what you felt like, and what he 
had to say was something for you, where you were. Do you think he had 
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it easy? Do you think everybody crowded around him, showering him 
with love? Do you think he didn’t have enemies? Do you think it was 
fun to wear a crown of thorns? Do you think he didn’t bleed when the 
Roman soldiers whipped him? Do you think it didn’t hurt when they 
drove those nails through his hands and feet? Do you think six hours 
on the cross is some kind of tea party? Don’t undersell Jesus; he knows 
what all the world is like. 

YOUNG MAN: But all those nice things he said, all those sermons he 
preached, all those people he healed; what good did all that do him on 
the cross? O.K., so maybe he hurt; but where did it get him? Remember, 
he died. 

JOHN: Yes, he died. But he gave his life willingly, knowing that this was 
part of God’s plan for him. He didn’t preach sermons to win any popularity 
contest. He didn’t heal people in order to line up votes. He made no 
effort to get away from the cross once he knew that this was what his 
Father wanted. Nor did he forget his kindness and his love while he was 
being hurt. He thought of me and his mother Mary. He had time to talk 
to the thief on the other cross. He had time to forgive all those who 
hated him. And it did get him somewhere. It brought him closer to his 
Father. 

YOUNG MAN: Sure, he was God’s Son. So what? I’m not. 

JOHN: That’s just the point. You can be, if you want. Even now. Even after 
all you have gone through, and all you say you’ve done. You can still be 
like him, and you can still find strength in his cross. 

CHORUS: In This Sign Conquer. 

YOUNG MAN: I don’t know. I don’t know. I’ve gone pretty far and it would 
be hard to change now. I don’t know. 

CHORUS: In This Sign Conquer. 

THIEF: (mimicking the chorus as he faces them) In This Sign Conquer. In 
This Sign Conquer. You sound like an old broken record. (Now he turns 
to face the young man.) Don’t listen to these kids, Mac. They don’t know 
what they’re talking about. Live it up while you can, Mac, because it’s 
soon over, and then there’s nothin’. Don’t listen to this old fossil. (He 
gestures in the direction of the pastor.) 

WOMAN IN BALCONY: Don't you dare listen to that thief! (She points to 
the thief.) He's not telling you the truth. That isn’t really living, what 
he’s talking about. Let me tell you something. I wasted ten years of my 
life dreaming about and chasing after this grand life he’s trying to tell 
you about. When I got finished with high school, I went into nurse’s 
training. Then I set out to see the world and really live. I was going to 
taste every bit of life. I travelled from city to city, all over the country. 
I worked in one hospital after another, doing just enough to keep from 
being fired. And after hours I really lived—or at least I thought I did. 
Friends all kept saying I was a real live wire. Yes, I was a real live wire. 
But the time came when the insulation began to wear off, and the juice 
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wasn’t as strong as it once was. No, it wasn’t only that I was getting 
older and more tired. It went deeper than that. It was getting so I couldn't 
stand to look at myself in the mirror. And as any woman can tell you, 
that’s a real handicap. I got to the point where I just couldn’t stand myself. 
I was fed up. I even thought about ending it all. My job as a nurse would 
have made this easy. But I didn’t have the courage. So after ten years 
I went home. 

THIEF: Chicken! 

WOMAN: Chicken? That was the toughest thing I ever did! I went home 
and lived with my parents. Fortunately, they were very understanding. 
I got a steady job at the local hospital, and really began to work at it. 
In a few years the most wonderful thing happened; the right man found 
me, and we were married. Do you know what I’m doing now. I’m a house- 
wife; I’ve got two children, and a small home. I spend all my time being 
a mother and a wife. And for the first time in my stupid life I’m really 
living! Sounds crazy, doesn’t it. But for the first time my life has meaning. 
My husband and I help each other and strengthen each other. We try to 
raise our children as best we know how. And prayer, and God, and the 
Sunday school and church are very much a part of our lives. Let me 
tell you, I’ve tasted both, but this is really living! 

CHORUS. In This Sign Conquer. In This Sign Conquer. 

PASTOR: This is another way in which this cross of Christ can lead to victory 
—victory over sin and temptation. Oh, we never reach the point of per- 
fection, we never reach the point where we can lay down our arms and 
feel that the battle is over. But the assurance of victory is there, even in 
the heat and noise of battle. 

CHORUS: In This Sign Conquer. This is the victory that overcomes the world. 

TEENAGER IN FRONT ROW: (stands and yawns) Boy, they do it every 
year, don’t they. Youth Sunday, and a big fuss about living the Christian 
way of life. I’m bored. (He turns to speak to a girl sitting at his right.) 
Come on, Maxine, let’s go get a coke. (The girl gets up, and they both 
start walking out of the church together.) 

THIEF: Hold on a minute there, son, You can’t walk out on us like that! 

TEENAGER: What do you mean, I can’t walk out on you? I get fed up with 
all you people trying to tell me what to do. You're not me, and you don’t 
know my problems. What right have you to say anything to me? You, 
thief, you brag about the good times you had, and want me to follow 
you. Well, you forgot to mention one thing: you were dumb enough to 
get caught, and you were crucified. Do you think I want to be like you? 
You have no right to say anything to me. (He turns to John.) And you, 
John. It’s a lot easier for you. You at least had the first-hand experience 
of seeing Jesus after he rose from the dead. I have to take the word of 
a book. The only trouble is that there are a lot of other books telling me 
something entirely different. Or else I have to accept the stories told to me 
by older people, and I’ve learned I can’t depend on this too much. Most 
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of them have messed up their lives already; I’ve caught many of them 
in lies they tried to pass on to me. Why should I listen to what they have 
to say? 

MAXINE- Joe, stop it! Come on, let’s go get that coke. 

TEENAGER: No, I get tired of people trying to tell me what to do! Let them 
listen to me for a change. (He turns toward the girl in the balcony.) You, 
little girl in the balcony, you’re crying about your little brother. You're 
probably crying most because God had the nerve to take your little brother 
from you. You're sore because he hurt you; you don’t give a hang about 
what's good for your little brother! (He turns toward the young woman.) 
And you, what right do you have to talk to me? Memories are always 
easier to live with than real live people. Besides, I notice you have a very 
comforting second husband sitting right alongside of you. You have no 
right to try to tell me anything. (He turns to the young man.) And you, 
you sad excuse for a sinning soldier! You brag about the awful things 
you've done, but you’re not at all sure of yourself. Somebody suggests that 
you change, and you're almost ready to jump over into the other camp. 
Don’t you try to tell me anything, because you're not even sure yourself! 
(He turns to the woman in the balcony.) And you, nursie, you put your 
foot in your mouth. I hope your husband knew he was getting second- 
hand goods when he married you. You had your fling, now you're trying 
to tell us that we shouldn’t. Maybe we'd like to learn the same way you 
did! You've got no right to try to tell me anything. (Pause, while Joe 
gets his breath.) O.K., Maxine, let’s go get that coke now. (They Start 
walking out again.) 

VOICE COMING FROM THE CROSS: Just a minute, Joe. You can get that 
coke a little later. Would you believe me? (Teenager and Maxine turn 
around and face the cross.) 

TEENAGER: Who said that? Who are you? 

VOICE: I am he who died on this cross, and rose to live again. See if perhaps 
I have the right to speak to you. I was present when my Father created 
the world. We made man in our own image. We let him rule the world, 
and he enjoyed fellowship with us. But man was selfish; he chose to go 
his own way. Instead of coming closer to God, man kept getting farther 
away. In fact, man wasn’t able to do anything about it, even if he had 
wanted to. So, my Father asked me to come into the world, to become a 
man like unto other men, and provide a bridge over the chasm of sin, so 
that men could come back to us. The need for that bridge led me along 
the road to Jerusalem, and up the hill to the cross. I went willingly, because 
we love men and want them to have fellowship with us. I went down 
that road for you, Joe. Does that give me a right to speak to you? 

TEENAGER: If I do let you speak to me, what would you say ? 

VOICE: I'd say to you what I said to Constantine: “In This Sign Conquer.” 
The sign is my cross. It may mean a cross for you, too. I’m not going to try 
to kid you by saying that everything will be nice and rosy. Many of my 
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followers have found the opposite. Let’s get this clear; you may very 
well have your own cross if you follow me. 

TEENAGER: Well, you’re honest about it. That much I appreciate. 

VOICE: Let’s look at that idea ‘“‘conquer.” What are you going to conquer? 
One thing I can promise: you'll conquer death by following me. You 
won't be forced to live your life in the cramped space of this one lifetime. 
You'll be able to figure ahead for an eternity. That takes a lot of the 
pressure off of life. What’s more I can promise you all kinds of help to 
overcome yourself. Your greatest and most persistent enemy is you. You've 
got a streak of badness in you that is not easily washed out. In this world 
you'll never completely remove the stain. But I'll give you the strength 
and encouragement you'll need to keep on trying. And of this I can assure 
you: your sins will not be counted against you. You will have no burden 
of guilt. 

TEENAGER: But can I have a full life if I follow you? 

VOICE: This is the only way to real life. 

TEENAGER: Will I be able to enjoy myself? 

VOICE: Your joy will be greater than any worldly scheme can offer! But 
not necessarily of the same kind. 

(There is a pause; evidently the teenager has no more questions to ask.) 
How about it, Joe. Do you want to try it? Can you say it and mean it? 

TEENAGER: (timidly) In This Sign Conquer. (He walks away from the cross 
slowly, repeating the words softly as he goes. He pauses midway in the 
center aisle, watching what goes on at the cross.) 

VOICE: How about you, Maxine? 

MAXINE: (timidly at first) In This Sign (She pauses, then speaks firmly) 
Conquer! 

VOICE: Surprisingly enough, when several of you learn to say it together, it 
becomes much stronger. Try it! 

CHORUS, PASTOR, JOHN, MAXINE, YOUNG WOMAN, WOMAN IN 
BALCONY: (firmly) In This Sign Conquer! In This Sign Conquer! 


(This is repeated until two side-plays are completed. First, after 
hearing the joint effort for a little while, the young man in the front of 
the church, who had formerly shown reluctance, suddenly jumps to bis 
feet and walks to the front to join the others. He is warmly greeted by 
them. At the same time, the thief has covered his ears with his hands, and 
storms away from the group around the cross in disgust. As he leaves, 
he stops to whisper to the teenager, trying to get him to leave also. But 
the teenager shakes him off, and remains in his position as the thief stamps 
out angrily. But the teenager remains aloof from the cross.) 


(The presentation can be shown to be over by having the organist 
begin to play a hymn, announced on the bulletin, or by having the pastor 
or league president go to the lectern and say that “This concludes our 
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MORE THAN 
CONQUERORS 


by JOHN SCHMIDT 


VERYONE wants to win. In fact, 
it’s even a thrill to be conquerors 
second-hand. That’s why we “‘yell our 
heads off” when we sit in the grand- 
stand and watch our high school foot- 
ball team complete a thrilling pass 
play. So the theme of Youth Sunday 
really speaks our language. 

But that thrill isn’t new. Paul must 
have felt it too, for he wrote to the 
Christians in Rome these glowing 
words: “Who shall separate us from 
the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, 
or distress, or persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or peril, or sword? Nay, 
in all. these things we are more than 
conquerors through him that loved 
us’. (8:35,: 37) 

If you have seen pictures of the 
great triumphal arches that Rome 
erected to honor her returning heroes, 
you will quickly get the point of Paul’s 
“more than conquerors.” The victory 
that is given by our Lord Jesus dwarfs 
the impressive display of Roman 
might, in which the sturdy legion- 
naires were followed by long columns 
of miserable captives and great wagons 
laden with rich loot. So impressive 
was the tribute paid by the jubilant 
crowds in the streets that Republican 
Rome placed a slave in the victor's 
chariot who was commissioned to keep 
repeating in hero’s ear, ‘Remember, 
you are only a man!” “More than 
conquerors!” 

But are we, really? Is this ean 
only another instance of what Cob- 
munism calls offering men “pie in the 
sky by and by’ so that they will 
patiently accept their present misery? 


Or is it a cheap bargain by which men 
can buy worldly success, like the 
French Protestant ruler who changed 
his religion with the cynical comment, 
“Paris is worth a mass’? It’s impor- 
tant that we see clearly what it means 
when we say, “In this Sign conquer.” 

The origin of the phrase itself 
warns us of this necessity. It comes to 
us with memories of a decaying Ro- 
man Empire. Gradually this mighty 
structure had grown flabby. Its citizens 
were more interested in “wheat and 
circuses” than in fulfilling the tough 
obligations of citizenship in a nation 
that ruled the earth. Eventual disinte- 
gration led to two capitals and two 
emperors, in Rome and Byzantium. 
Early in the fourth century the claim- 
ant, one of three, for the Western 
throne was Constantine. By his time 
Christianity claimed only a minority 
of the population. Constantine’s last 
Opponent was against Christianity, so 
the violent attempts to strangle the 
infant Church had been given up, but 


an ambitious man had nowhere to go 
but in whatever direction Constantine 
chose: for or against the Christians. 

So, cloaked in legend, the decision 
was made. In October 312, as he was 
preparing for the morrow’s decisive 
battle, Constantine had a vision that is 
described in these words by his con- 
temporary, the Christian historian 
Eusebius: 

“being convinced that he needed 
some more powerful aid than his 
military forces could afford him— 
on account of the wicked and mag- 
ical enchantments which were so 
diligently practised by the tyrant 
(his opponent)—he began to seek 
for divine assistance. While he was 
praying with fervent entreaty, a 
most marvelous sign appeared to 
him from heaven, the account of 
which it might have been difficult 
to receive with credit, had it been 
related by any other person. But 
since the victorious emperor him- 
self long afterwards declared it to 


PRESENTATION TIPS 


This presentation is conveniently divided into 


several sections. Probably you will want to 


use three leaguers to present them. One would be assigned both the 
introduction and the conclusion. Two others should take the two central 
sections. If necessary the whole thing can be done by one person, or 
broken up into more than three divisions. 

The talk need not be memorized, but certainly should be thoroughly 
known, so that no words are unfamiliar or mispronounced. Parts of the 
language are so closely worded that some leaguers may find these 
parts unnatural for them. If so, either memorize or re-phrase them. 

The two sections that are long quotations (from Constantine’s his- 
torian and from the missionary’s wife) might be read by a different boy 
and girl, respectively. 
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the writer of this history, when | 
was honored with his acquaintance 
and society, and confirmed his 
statement by an oath, who could 
hesitate to credit the narration, es- 
pecially since the testimony of suc- 
ceeding years has established its 
truth? He said that at midday, 
when the sun had just passed the 
zenith, he saw, with his own eyes, 
the trophy of a cross of light in the 
heavens, above the sun, and bear- 
ing the inscription, ‘By this con- 
quer!’ At the sight he himself was 
struck with amazement, and _ his 
whole army also, which happened 
to be following him on his expedi- 
tion, and so witnessed the miracle. 
He said, moreover, that he won- 
dered within himself what the 
meaning of this apparation could 
be. While he continued to ponder 
and reason on its import, night im- 
perceptibly drew on; and in his 
sleep the Christ of God appeared to 
him with the same sign which he 
had seen in the heavens, and com- 
manded him to procure a standard 
made in the likeness of that sign, 
and to use it in all engagements 
with his enemies.” 

The next day Constantine’s armies 
marched into battle under the cross— 
that had replaced the traditional Ro- 
man eagle on their banner staffs. And 
at day’s end his rival was dead and 
his forces defeated. 

Yet it is not an accident that stu- 
dents of his life are still uncertain 
whether Constantine was ever a con- 
vinced believer. The fact that he post- 
poned baptism until his deathbed is 
not decisive, in view of the then- 
popular belief that sins committed 
after baptism could not be forgiven. 


But can one ignore the doubts aroused 
by his conduct, after his ‘‘conversion”’, 
his cruelty, greed and gross vanity. He 
even ordered the death of his son 
Crispus, whose military victories 
aroused the emperor's jealousy! 

For such reasons many have con- 
cluded that Constantine’s response to 
his ‘‘vision’’ was merely the action of 
a clever politician, following the age- 
old axiom “If you can’t lick ’em, 
join ’em.”’ 

While the inducement offered Con- 
stantine in his situation is quite unlike 
ours, it is still true that we may also 
mistake the meaning of “In this Sign 
conquer.’ There are many voices, 
within and without the church, urg- 
ing our generation to become “re- 
ligious’’, to have “faith” (although its 
object is rarely spelled out), to go to 
church and to pray. Reasons vary from 
a desire to save our Western way of 
life from the threat of materialistic 
Communism to the familiar (and 
equally materialistic!) promises of 
good health, a better job, a fuller 
pay envelope and “‘success.” 

But is this what Paul meant? If so, 
he lived a life curiously out of agree- 
ment with his teaching: 

“In stripes above measure, in 
prisons more frequent, in deaths 
oft. Of the Jews five times received 
| forty stripes save one. Thrice was 
| beaten with rods, once was | 
stoned, thrice | suffered shipwreck, 
a night and a day | have been in 
the deep; In journeyings often, in 
perils of waters, in perils of rob- 
bers, in perils by mine own coun- 
trymen, in perils by the heathen, in 
perils in the city, in perils in the 
wilderness, in perils in the sea, in 
perils among false brethren; In 


weariness and_ painfulness, in 
watchings often, in hunger and 
thirst, in fastings often, in cold and 
nakedness.” 

For what is “this Sign’’? It is the 
Cross, and the cross spells obvious 
tragedy and loneliness, suffering and 
defeat, Constantine, like many since, 
had not learned that conquest was to 
be found through death. 


ibe may be good for us to look care- 
fully at another bit of church his- 

tory, this one an incident that hap- 

pened only a few short years ago. 

The story is of a rousing adventure 
in one of the few geographical fron- 
tiers that remain in our well-travelled 
world. Five young men, together with 
their wives and children, had heard of 
a tribe of Indians in the interior of 
Ecuador, who were still untouched by 
the Christian Gospel. In fact, they 
were untouched by any aspect of mod- 
ern life, which they regarded with fear 
and hatred. For a half century, be- 
tween 1875 and 1925, they had been 
plundered, raped and enslaved by rub- 
ber hunters and from this had come 
a bitter hatred of the white man. These 
five young people were determined to 
overcome the hatred through the mes- 
sage of God’s wonderful gift to men. 

It is exciting to read the full account 
of their dedicated mission in the book 
written by one of the widows— 
“Through Gates of Splendor’. 

There were many individual dif- 
ferences in the five men—Ed McCully, 
Pete Fleming, Nate Saint, Jim Elliot 
and Roger Youderian—but no one can 
read their story without being deeply 
impressed by the hard work they put 
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into their preparation. This was no 
hasty, ill-conceived excursion. Nate 
Saint, their pilot, for example, had 
long training for his work and spent 
hours inventing ‘“‘gadgets” that would 
make such hazardous jungle flying a 
bit safer. All of them studied the 
language of and Auca (ow-ka) In- 
dians among whom they hoped to 
work, as well as that of the Quichuas 
(keech-wa) where stations were al- 
ready established. They made full use 
of our modern tools—airplanes, mir- 
acle drugs, two-way radios and pub- 
lic address systems. All these were 
dedicated to the service of God. These 
were men of ability, far above the 
average, yet they worked as though 
they had no gifts. For them, God’s 
work demanded the best they could 
do. 

Above all, it demanded obedience. 
That was why this group of men and 
women had come to Ecuador. Ed Mc- 
Cully, for one, was already enrolled 
in law school, yet he was so strongly 
convinced that, like Nehemiah, he was 
called by God to serve “someplace 
where the name of Jesus Christ is un- 
known,” that he resigned from school 
and a few months later took his wife 
and infant son to the jungles of 
Ecuador. 

Hear Betty Elliot tell it in her own 
way as she describes the tense morning 
of the great adventure: 


“Each had made a_ personal 
transaction with God, recognizing 
that he belonged to God, first of 
all by creation, and secondly by 
redemption through the death of 
His Son, Jesus Christ. This double 
claim on his life settled once and 
for all the question of allegiance 
. +. It meant simply that Christ was 
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to be obeyed, and more than that 
that He would provide the powe: 
to obey. The point of decision hac 
been reached. God’s command ‘Gc 
ye, and preach the gospel to every 
creature’ was the categorical im. 
perative. The question of persona 
safety was wholly irrelevant.” 

It is easy to sing, “Like a mighty 
army, moves the church of God,” but 
it isn’t quite so easy to face the fact 
that for God’s troops, as for the famed 
six hundred cavalrymen of Britain. 
obedience is the first law: 

“Theirs not to make reply 
Theirs not to reason why, 
Theirs but to do and die.” 

To diligent preparation and unfal- 
tering obedience they added unselfish 
love.. The people whom they went to 
serve were not the “noble savage” of 
the romantic novel, but diseased, dirty 
and superstitious primitives, whose 
level of life was little, if at all, higher 
than that of the animals with whom 
they shared the jungle. They are as 
unattractive as each one of us must 
seem to the holy God. Yet God loves 
us; and these missionaries loved the 
Quichuas and Aucas. This is shown, 
most dramatically, in a photograph 
that was published in Life Magazine 
a few months ago. It reported the suc- 
cessful contact that had been made 
after the martyrdom of the five and 
showed the blond-headed youngster 
of one of them playing contentedly 
with the very people who had mur- 
dered his father. These men knew the 
risk they were taking, even as their 
Lord knew what it would cost when 
“he set his face steadfastly to go to 
Jerusalem.”” But that was what Chris- 
tian love demanded, so they had no 
option. 


Yet their love, too, was rejected. 
The precise nature of their martyrdom 
on the river bank, where they had 
landed their little plane with such high 
hopes, is unknown. But the five bodies, 
pierced with Auca spears, were found. 
Their mission failed. 

Yet it did not fail, no more than 
did the crucifixion of Jesus bring fail- 
ure to his mission. The first response 
was among the Christianized Quichuas 
who now became aware of their own 
obligation to preach God’s truth to 
their own tribesmen and even to the 
feared Aucas. Elizabeth Elliot quotes 
their new prayer: 

“OQ God, You know how those 
Aucas killed our beloved Senor 
Eduardo, Senor Jaime and Senor 
Pedro, O God, You know it was 
only because they didn’t know You. 
They didn’t know what a great sin 
it was. They didn’t understand why 
the white men had come. Send 
some more messengers, and give 
the Aucas, instead of fierce hearts, 
soft hearts. Stick their hearts, Lord 
as with a lance. They stuck our 
friends, but You can stick them with 
Your Word, so that they will listen 
and believe.” 

Since the date of martyrdom, Janu- 
aty 8, 1956, there have been numerous 
young people, still in school and out, 
who have offered to serve Christ 
among the Aucas. The blood of the 
martyrs 7s the seed of the church. Even 
the young widows stayed at their posts, 
determined to be tools that God might 


Quotations from Through Gates of 
* Splendor are used with permission 
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use to secure the goal for which their 
husbands had given themselves. De- 
feat? Failure? Not this. ‘‘Nay, in all 
these things we are more than con- 
querors.”’ 

The Cross is indeed a somber sym- 
bol of tragedy and death, but it is 
more. It is God’s token of life and vic- 
tory. “In this Sign conquer!” 


There may be times when our efforts 
are crowned with success. There may 
be other times when they crash in fail- 
ure. Neither fact is really important, 
for the Christian steward is not re- 
quired to be successful, but faithful 
(IsGorg4:2). 

Paul had learned in his Master's 
school, when he spoke about Christian 
conquering, in the midst of “‘tribula- 
tion, distress, persecution, famine, 
nakedness, peril, sword.” For did the 
Savior himself not express a similar 
thought at what might well have 
seemed the depths of defeat. How 
ringing his words, ‘‘Be of good cheer; 
I have overcome the world.” (John 
16:33) But it was on the night of his 
betrayal that he said it! 

He spoke the truth. For the hatred 
of the world, its petty scheming and 
its virulent cruelty, accomplished only 
one thing; the death of the Son of 
God, the very purpose for which he 
had come into the world and the 
chosen means by which its redemption 
was to be accomplished! 

“In this Sign conquer’’—this does 
not mean that every wind will blow 
softly and steadily. But it does mean 
that we can so set our sails that every 
wind will drive us toward the goal 
of God's victory. 
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worship suggestions 


Three types of services are suggested for the observance of Youth Sunday 
1959. You will want to choose the one that best fits your schedule and needs. 
Should it be the desire of the congregation and pastor to observe Youth Sunday 
at The Service, the first paragraph below contains some suggestions. Where the 
observance is scheduled for a meeting of the league or at a special. evening 
service, either of the two services given below may be used. References for the 
devotional service are from the Christian Youth Hymnal. 


AT THE SERVICE OF THE CHURCH 


Service Book Common 
Hymn Suggestions and Hymnal Service Book 
“Lead on, O King Eternal” 550 ve 
“Am I a Soldier of the Cross” 554 328 
“Rejoice Ye Pure in Heart”’ els. aoa 
“Rise Ye Children of Salvation” 556 202 
“The Son of God Goes Forth to Wat” 562 383 
“O Christians Leagued Together” 567 578 
Scripture Lessons 
Old Testament: Exodus 19:3-8 
Epistle: Philippians 1:27-2:4 
Gospel: Luke 9:18-26 
VESPERS 
HYMN: “Rise up, O Men of God” (SBH 541) 
“Rise Ye Children of Salvation”’ (CSB 202) 


THE VERSICLES: 
THE PSALM: Psalm 98 (SBH, p. 198; CSB, p. 188) 
GLORIA PATRI: 
THE LESSONS: 2 Samuel 7:18-29 
Ephesians 6:10-17 
SERMON OR PRESENTATION: 
OFFERING: 
HYMN: "Rise up, O Men of God” (SBH 541) 
“Rise Ye Children of Salvation” (CSB 202) 
THE CANTICLE: Magnificat 
THE PRAYER: 
BENEDICTION: 
HYMN: “The Son of God Goes Forth to War’ (SBH 562; CSB 383) 
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INFORMAL SERVICE 


INVOCATION BY LEADER: Psalm 3 

GLORIA PATRI: 

HYMN: “Give of Your Best to the Master” (CYH 242) 

SCRIPTURE: Matthew 10:34-39; 16:24-26 

PRAYER: Almighty God, open our hearts and minds, that they may be rfe- 
ceptive to thy Word. Give us intelligence to understand it, faith to 
accept it, and courage to apply it in our daily lives. Help us to see 
ourselves as thou dost see us and to know ourselves even as we are 
known, that as sinners we might be penitent and as sons of thine 
we might be faithful witnesses. Send thy Holy Spirit to minister to 
all thy people, that being conscious of the price paid for us all on 
the cross, we in turn might be concerned enough to take up our 
own, proclaiming to the world, ‘In this sign conquer.” For Jesus 


sake. Amen. 
HYMN: “Once to Every Man and Nation” (CYH 291) 
PRESENTATION: 
HYMN: “In the Cross of Christ I Glory’ (CYH 30) 
OFFERING: 


A LITANY: Let us pray. 


For the cross of Christ, which cleanseth us all from sin, which re- 
stores us once again to thy presence, which reminds us of our need 
and thy action, 
WE GIVE THEE THANKS, O LORD. 
For the crosses in our own lives, which cause us to trust only in 
thee, which enable us to conform to the life of Christ, which alone 
give content and meaning to our faith, 
WE GIVE THEE THANKS, O LORD. 
Help us to discover our strength in weakness. Give us courage to 
make difficult decisions. Enable us in every act to accomplish thy 
will, not our own. 
IN THIS SIGN CONQUER, O LORD. 
Cause us to demonstrate thy act of love in true service to our neigh- 
bor, true worship in thy church, true obedience to thy Word. 
IN THIS SIGN CONQUER. IN THIS SIGN CONQUER. 
Fulfill thy promise to a weary world in us. Fulfill thy promise to 
a weary world through us. Fulfill thy promise to a weary world by 
making us thine own. 
M FOR THE SAKE OF OUR BLESSED LORD, AMEN. 
BENEDICTION: 
HYMN: “O Christians Leagued Together” (CYH 236) 
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S eptember p arly 


by MARY and MABEL HOLMQUIS’ 


AVE you ever heard of a westert 

‘Round-up’? It is a gathering in 
or rounding up, of all the cows anc 
calves on a ranch for the branding anc 
counting. 

Let’s use this idea for the theme 0: 
our party. Gather all the stray leaguer: 
who have been vacationing this sum. 
mer and any new-comers who have 
moved into the community into you 
“corral.” 

Send invitations to the young people 
inviting them to come to the round-uf 
party dressed in jeans, or levis, spor 
shirts, and gay neckerchiefs. Plan tc 
hold your party outdoors if at all 
possible. 

As the guests arrive give each one 
his stack of ‘‘gold dust,” which is fous 
corn kernels, or beans. Tell him to try 
to increase his stack by making other: 
use “I,” “me,” “iitie” Gn saenan 
conversation. Every time anyone use: 
a personal pronoun he must forfeit < 
“piece of gold.” At the close of the 
evening the person having the most 
gold wins a prize. 

Each person is given a pencil and 
paper on which he writes his name and 
a brand which he makes up by com- 
bining his initials with a brand _pat- 
tern. This he pins to himself for a 


“She Pall Rowad- Up 


name label. Post the following pat- 
terns and examples as suggestions. 


Diamond 
Box 
Circle 
Rocking 
Bar 
For example— 


Tom Smith of the Box T 
Mary Jones of the Rocking J 


LARIAT RACE 


Divide the group into two teams, 
the Mavericks and the Dogies. 

Lay out a straight course of about 
12 feet for each team. Mark a HOME 
line, and an END line. Each team 
should form a line back of its home 
line. A leader on each team is given 
two lengths of rope knotted into loops 
about a foot in diameter. At a starting 
signal the leader of each team drops 
one loop on the ground and puts his 
foot on it. Then he drops the other 
loop ahead of it along his course and 
puts his other foot on it, picking up 
the other loop and dropping it ahead. 
In this way, loop-step by loop-step, 
the race is run along the course. At 
the end of the course the leader picks 


up both loops and runs back to 
HOME, handing the lariat loops to 
the next in line. This person then, 
loop-step by loop-step, goes down the 
course and runs back to HOME. So it 
goes until the whole team has run. The 
team finishing first wins, of course. 


MIDLAND 
COLLEGE 


your college west 
of the Mississippi 
Co-educational 

Fully Accredited 
Compact Campus 
Individual Counseling 


U. S. Naval Reserve 


(Degrees: B.A., B.S., B.S. in 
Ed., B.S. in Bus. Ad.) 


FREMONT, NEBRASKA 


MUHLENBERG-A LUTHERAN COLLEGE 


A fully accredited co-educational, Christian college of liberal arts and 
sciences ... a strong faculty with majority holding earned doctorates... 
excellent facilities, including new men's dormitory, modern girls’ residence 
hall on 78-acre campus ... preparation for careers in the church, the medical 
arts, scientific research, law, teaching, business, engineering, forestry... 


majors in 15 fields. 
ALLENTOWN, PA. 


Si 


FOR INFORMATION WRITE: 
. Mr. Harry A. Benfer 
Director of Admissions 


“YIPPI-KI-YAY” 


Seat the group in a circle, and have 
one person for “It’’ in the center. “It” 
points to a girl and counts 1-2-3-4-5, 
quickly, She must answer, “Yippi-ki- 
yay’ before the count of 5. If “It” 
points to a boy he must answer “Hoop- 
to-do” before the count of 5. If a per- 
son fails to answer in time he becomes 
“It.” If “It” points without count- 
ing, silence should follow. If anyone 
responds he becomes “It.” If the leader 
is quick the confusion of the one 
pointed at makes the game a lot 
of fun. 


LENO/R RHYNE 
COLLEGE 


Stressing 


A CHRISTIAN MOTIVATION 


in the Academic and extra-curricular 
Activities of the Student 


VOIGT R. CROMER, President 


HICKORY, NORTH CAROLINA 


LASSO 

Count the girls off in even number 
as 2-4-6-8-, etc., and the boys in odc 
numbers as 1-3-5-7-, etc. Then hav: 
them form a line so the number 
follow consecutively, 1-2-3-4-, etc. Di 
vide the line equally to form tw 
teams. Give each person a toothpicl 
to hold by one end between his teeth 
Each must keep his hands clasped be 
hind his back. Hang a Life-Saver ot 
each leader’s toothpick. The Life-Save 
is to be passed back down the lin 
from toothpick to toothpick (withou 
being touched by anyone’s hands) 
The team finishing first wtihout touch 
ing the Life-Saver or dropping it 


wins. 


Newberry College 


is a home away from home 
where friendly attention is given each 
individual student 

is a fully accredited senior 
college of The United Lutheran Church 
Write: President, Newberry College, 
Drawer 425 


Newberry, S. C. 


WAGNER LUTHERAN COLLEGE 


coeducational 


75 Acre Rural Campus Overlooking New York Harbor 
FULLY ACCREDITED PRE-PROFESSIONAL TRAINING 
Medicine, Dentistry, Law, Ministry, Engineering 
(Degrees: A.B., B.S., B.R.E., M.B.A., M.S. in Education) 


COMPLETE PREPARATION FOR CAREERS in Business Administration, 
Biology, Chemistry, Medical Technology, Nursing and Teaching 


Grymes Hill—Staten Island 1, New York 
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PARTNER 


If you have an indoor party, or have 
chairs out-doors, seat your guests in a 
Bitcle with “It” in the center. “It” 
points to someone and says, “How 
do you like your partner?’ (the two 
persons nearest him) If he answers 
that he does not like them (for the 
sake of the game, of course), “It” 
asks, “Whom would you like to have ? 
The pointee answers by naming two 
others in the circle. These must then 
exchange seats with the partner on 
either side of the pointee. In the ex- 
change of seats “‘It’’ tries to slip into 
one of the four seats which leaves 
someone without a chair, to be the 
next “It.” The two named and the 
person on either side of the pointee 
must change seats. The word for a 
general exchange for all is “stampede.” 


TALL TALES 


One person beings to tell the tale 
using names and places familiar to 


the group. He talks for 15 seconds 
telling the story, then his right hand 
neighbor continues the story for 15 
seconds, and so on around the group. 
This continues until the leader calls for 
the final chapter, then each one must 
tell the fate of one of the characters 
in the story. 

Now couNnrtr the kernels and name 
the winner of the prize in the ‘gold 
dust’’ contest. 

While ‘‘chow”’ is being set out, have 
the group sing camp songs. 

“Chow” is served from a chuck 
wagon which may be fixed up in the 
trunk of a car. If indoors, place two 
orange crates side by side on a table 
and use as shelves for the food. For 
lunch serve sandwiches, pickles, cook- 
ies, and pop. Dress up the pop by 
placing bottle in center of colored nap- 
kin, drawing up the corners, and hold- 
ing the napkin in place with rubber 
band around middle of bottle. 


FS A LT A, 


A four-year-old wandered into the new neighbor's yard 


and a big friendly dog rushed up and began licking the boy’s 
face. The boy’s screams quickly brought the neighbor out. 
“Did he bite you?” asked the neighbor. “No,” cried the little 
boy, “but he tasted me!” 


Two inveterate golf cronies who had played every Sat- 
urday for 10 years, were putting on a green near a highway 
when a funeral procession approached. One of the pair re- 
moved his hat and held it over his heart as the cortege passed. 

“That's mighty respectful of you,” his partner remarked. 

“It’s the least | can do,” the other replied. “We would 
have celebrated our fortieth anniversary today.” 

e 
“Why does your dog keep turning around in circles?” 


“He’s a watch dog, and he’s winding himself up.” 
e 
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LAST TRAIN FROM GUN HILL 


Paramount 

No youngsters these two, Kirk 
Douglas and Anthony Quinn, and 
Kirk's sheriff wears a gun and knows 
how to use it. And cattle baron Tony, 
shooting orders and lead with equal 
authority, is not long for this world! 
No courtroom scene, however. These 
two erstwhile buddies just fight it out 
to the bitter end. 

One of those westerns important 
enough (?) to be called an ‘outdoor 
drama.” Lots of action, most of it 
sudden and violent. Unfortunate that 
it has to start with a rape. 

VistaVision and Technicolor. With 
Carolyn Jones and Earl Holliman, 


WARLOCK 
20th-Fox 

A wide open frontier town full of 
violence and lawlessness becomes 
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overnight a “‘controlled’” town com 
plete with hired gunslinging marshal 
and his business associates. 

Turns out that the cowed citizenry 
have merely jumped from the fryin; 
pan into the fire. What they reall) 
want is law and order but no one ha: 
the courage to stand up and fight fo 
it. Or at least not until Richard Wid 
mark volunteers for the sheriff jol 
and gets caught in the middle. 

Adult western with Henry Fonda 
Anthony Quinn, Dorothy Malone anc 
Dolores Michaels. CinemaScope anc 
DeLuxe Color. 


ASK ANY GIRL 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

The plight of the bachelor girl is 
basis for this riotous comedy starring 
Shirley MacLaine, David Niven anc 
Gig Young. Newly come to the big 


PROBLEM: How to catch the 
girl (THE YOUNG PHILADELPHIANS: 


od 
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city to seek employment and a husband 
is naive but eager Shirley. Adventures 
in both fields of endeavor come thick 
and fast but some nimble footwork 
stands her in good stead! The big 
chance comes, however, when she and 
boss David team up to snare Gig for 
her. Research reveals the qualities Gig 
most admires in a gitl; Shirley is then 
transformed into a composite of all 
such. And it works . . . but there’s a 
lats minute switch which makes for 
the big laugh finish! CinemaScope and 
MetroColor. 


THE YOUNG PHILADELPHIANS 


Warner Bros. 


Paul Newman, ambitious for a 
career in law and a marriage in Main 
Line society is outmaneuvered tem- 
porarily by Barbara Rush’s father but is 
not to be denied ultimately. In the 
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meantime, of course, there are mis 
understandings and some unhappines: 

A murder trial involving Robe: 
Vaughn, close friend of both Pau 
and Barbara, provides dramatic clima: 
and happy ending. Lengthy but ab 
sorbing story of upper-crust-livin, 
with the three young people first th 
victims, then the victors! 


THE WILD AND THE INNOCENT 


Universal-International 


Could be that Audie Murphy jus 
isn’t the type to be playing a callov 
youth from the backwoods come t 
town for the first time. Or else, per 
haps this was supposed to be a farc 
western only it didn’t quite come off 

With Sandra Dee, Joanne Dru, Gil 
bert Roland and Jim Backus. In Cine 
maScope and Eastman Color. 


PROBLEM: How to catch a man (ASK ANY GIRL) 


CHRIST, 
TOIL 
AND 

FREEDOM 


(CME theme) 


by ERICH A. BERENDT 


For most of us one man immedi- 
ately stands before our eyes when 
Africa is mentioned: Livingstone. He 
was one of the first men to see more 
in Africa than a dark continent. He 
saw ‘smoke rising from a thousand 
villages.” Friendship Press offers an 
excellent biography of David Living- 
stone in Livingstone, the Pathfinder 
($1.50), written by Basil Matthews, 
a man widely acquainted with mission 
and youth work. 

But to most young people of North 
America, the profile of Africa is 
blacked out. Who are its people? How 
do they live? Are there still head- 
hunters? Witch doctors? Tribal wars? 
Is Africa all jungle? And what is 
apartheid? To these and similar ques- 
tions, This Is Africa South of the 
Sahara (75c) gives excellent and sur- 
prising information on the changing 
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THEME BOOKS 


Rowena McCutchen 


: 
continent—on the political, social, and 
economic life, and on the challenge of 
the Church. : 

Jungles Ahead ($1.50) by Esther 
D. Horner is a book of six true stories 
about young people who have discov- 
ered that there are no jungles—physi- 
cal, political, or social—that the “light 
that shines in the darkness’’ cannot 
penetrate. Those who stumble over 
the consonantal words of Africa will 
find a pronunciation guide in this 
book under the back-page notes. 

Mission study is the L.L.A. Mis- 
sion Committee’s emphasis. A guide 
with excellent suggestions for mission 
study divided into five sessions is 
found in Youth Guide on Africa 
(65c). A warning, though: these 
suggestions will produce mundane 
League mission studies unless work 
is applied. The section on worship 
perhaps is the best example. The ma- 
terials given under calls to worship, 
hymns, prayers, Scripture readings, 
poems, and meditations are excellent, 
but if used in the unimaginative 
“hymn-Scripture-prayer” pattern, they 
will not achieve their desired end. Try 
new atfrangements, settings, dramatiz- 
ation, and special music to add interest 
and to give the worship more meaning. 

The last three mentioned books to- 
gether with Fun and Festival from 
Africa (60c) by R. N. Wright, form 
a basic library for any study on Africa 
and the church. The Africa edition 
of Fun and Festival offers the usual 
program resources for group meetings, 
conferences, and parties, with varied 
activity plans based on African cus- 
toms, proverbs, games, festivals, and 
stories. Suggestions are also included 
for decorations, authentic African 
recipes, and a number of songs. 


Luther Leaguers in the intermediate 
roup will find lively reading in the 
x stories contained in Paths That 
‘ross ($1.50) by Esther Daniels, and 
uformation for activity sessions in 
low to Use Paths That Cross (65c). 
in interesting section at the end of 
ne reading book contains clippings 
ad news articles from African news- 
apers. This could stimulate an inter- 
sting study project: collect news ar- 
cles and headlines from local news- 
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papers and put them into a scrapbook 
for a congregational mission study. 

For post-highs and university stu- 
dents who want to delve more deeply 
in their mission study, The Halting 
Kingdom ($1) by John and Rena 
Karefa-Smart, and the verse-drama 
Cry, the Beloved Country (75c) by 
Felicia. Komai, are highly recom- 
mended. 
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Cea ume 


by DAR ROA 


7 Matthew 19:27-30 

The Bible clearly speaks of re- 
wards for Christian faithfulness. See 
Mt. 6:4 and Rev. 22:12. These re- 
wards are offered as fruits of the faith 
God gives. We work from not for 
salvation. Underline the final six words 
of 26 and shout them outloud when 
you face fierce obstacles. 


2 Timothy 4:1-5 

In this final letter from old 
pastor Paul, what guides for aggressive 
Christian witnessing leap out at you? 
Live today confident that you are in 
the presence of God! Linger a little 
on each of the 7 striking suggestions 
here for winsome witnessing, 2. Stu- 
dents are basically selfish, 3. 


3 Luke 9:18-27 

How can Christ be praying alone 
if the disciples were with Him? No 
more basic question can be asked of 
you than 20. Christ means ‘‘Messiah,” 
the anointed one appointed by God 
to be your Savior. Underline daily, 
23. Paradoxically, 24 is gloriously true 
—we only have what we give away! 


Luke 14:25-35 


Do you consider yourself a dis- 
ciple of God? Hate parents, 26? This 
strong expression is understood in the 
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SEPTEMBE! 


context of the climax, 33. That there 
fore draws the previous discussion t 
a conclusion. 


5 Isaiah 45:9-13 

Philosophers for centuries hav 
been asking ultimate questions lik« 
“Who am 1?” and “Why am I here? 
Jot down your own personal answer: 
Now compare with this passage 
Righteousness is good for your vocak 
ulary. Be comforted by 13b. 


6 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 

Do you feel that each teene 
in your town is a candidate for Heave: 
—changeable and potentially Christ 
like? Define every word in this cata 
logue of sin. None of us can exclud 
ourselves from any of them, 11a! 


Galatians 3:26-29 


When faced with perplexin 
problems and  persecuting pagan: 
know well that your portfolio is let 
tered, ‘God and Son, Incorporated, 
26. Did you receive Christ in baptism 
No question about it, 27! You're rick 
29! Memorize 3:26. 


Mark 16:14-18 

These are italized in the RS’ 
because they are not found in some o 
the early manuscripts. How can an 
Gospel close on a note of fear, 18b 


Jur primary mission motive is 15. 
Read 16 aloud until memorized. 
Which of your friends are included 
rere ? 


Q > Matthew 3:13-17 

Some argue that we ought to be 
paptized in a river like Jesus by im- 
nersion. Then each of us need also 
»e crucified on a cross! Christian bap- 
ism begins in Mt. 28:18-20 with 
christ’s command. All of us need en- 
‘ouragement. Even Jesus received such 
rom His Father, 17. 


| Revelation 3:1-6 

God in His love for us does 
10t easily let us go. Strong words are 
uecessary to woo us back. Do others 
onsider you to be Christian? One of 
he best ways to grow in the Christian 
ife is to hold fast to what we have 
‘lready attained, 3b. To repent is to 
hange your mind. As your head goes, 
o you go. “As a man thinks in his 
1eart so is he.” 


| Psalm 47 

When the headlines shout 
WAR be comforted by 8. Then do 
S 1 suggests. Or don’t Lutherans clap 
. . hands? Even Lutherans shout at 
vasketball games and cry at weddings. 
Why not also then express our re- 
igious emotions? Note Joud. Terrible 
an mean awful or severe. 


1 Mark 8:14-21 

Christians, like Christ, make 
qundane conversations springboards 
or spiritual discussions. Christ pulls 
switch in 15 based on their obser- 
ation in 14. So needful is God's 
vatience with us, 21. Find forgiveness 
ight now for your impatience with 
nose close to you. 


/ James 3:1-10 

If you aspire to be a Sunday 
school teacher with inadequate back- 
ground look at 1. Take comfort in 2a. 
James is so pictureful—bits, ships, 
forest. Find 3 pictures that complete 
the tongue is... Every in 7 is a 
sample of literary license. 


/ Romans 6:12-18 

It is not necessary to be de- 
feated by our own passions. We either 
yield to sin or yield ... to God. The 
former makes us instruments of wick- 
edness but the latter brings us from 
death to life . . . as instruments of 
righteousness. 14 suggests the secret 
of victory as living on and in God’s 
promises. Grace emphasizes God's 
promises while /aw emphasizes His 
commands. Underline the motivation 
for obedience in 14. 


/ Galatians 4:12-20 
Beautiful picture here of the 
art of being accepted and accepting 
others as they are. Is it embarrassing 
for you to be made much of? Or can 
this be for a good purpose? Paul 
thinks so. We do not honor God with 
false humility, denying gifts that He 
has lavished upon us. 
16 Romans 12:1-3 
Not difficult to understand why 
1 needs memorizing. Are you a con- 
former or a transformer? An adequate 


evaluation of our abilities and our 
disabilities can make our witness more 


winsome, 3. 
17 1 Corinthians 9:24-27 

Not possible to be bored if 
I’m a maturing Christian running a 
competitive race. What's the prize? 
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It’s imperishable! What is your goal? 
Or do you run aimlessly? Is 27 pos- 
sible? Absolutely! 


7 Romans 8:1-8 

This favorite Bible chapter of 
many young and most mature Chris- 
tians begins with a verse deserving 
much meditation. Are you free, 2? 
What did God’s Son do? What is 
the place of the Spirit in your life? 
Are you pleasing God today, 8? 


| John 8:31-36 

Discipleship is both entrance 
and endurance, 31. Politicians fre- 
quently take 32 out of context. The 
truth is not a set of principles to fol- 
low or propaganda to swallow but a 
Person, Jesus Christ! See John 14:6. 
Compare 8:36. Strangely, genuine 
freedom flows from full surrender to 


Jesus. 
2 Galatians 6:7-10 

Fruits publicly parallel roots. 
Our conduct flows from our creed, 7. 
We are responsible not only for re- 
sults but also consequences. This is a 
large order, but we have a large God, 
9. How can you spell this out to- 


day, 10? 
2/ Colossians 1:3-13 

Do others always thank God 
for you? Why was Paul grateful for 
his friends at Colossae? Notice that 
we start fruit-bearing right from the 
day you heard and understood the 
Gospel. What exactly is his prayer, 9? 
Hundreds are memorizing 11 today. I 
like to add this as a closing prayer in 
personal letters to my friends. 


22 1 Corinthians 12:27-13:3 
The Lord needs many kinds of 
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workers. Phillips paraphrases well, * 
I were to speak with the combin: 
eloquence of men and angels I shou 
stir men like a fanfare of trumpe 
or the clashing of symbols, but unle 
I had love, I should do nothing more 


2 Philippians 1:6-11 

Some worry about taking Chri 
seriously lest they may not be able | 
“hang on”. He holds us unless v 
deliberately kick Him out. Live in th 
confidence of 6. 


2 Revelation 14:14-20 

Death is not easy for any | 
understand. Folks founded solidly : 
the Christian faith face death with le 
anxiety and more composure. T/ 
angel with a sharp sickle is not tk 
end. While life abundant is ours { 
Christ now, life eternal blossoms beat 
tifully only after we are sifted 
the angel of death. 


25 Luke 12:13-21 


Jesus is invited here to be 
judge. He resists this role, 14. He 
at heart a teacher, 15ff. Test your ow 
reaction to 15b. Do you really bs 
lieve it? In what way can you fre 
yourself from slavery to sin today? 
Ecclesiastes 9:13-18 


26 What's the contrast here 


Which “side are you for?” Really 
Note the contrast of guiet and shou 
ing. Define wisdom. 


Pe Luke 16:10-13 

Sense the importance of doin, 
little tasks well? Folks who tell “whit 
lies”” with ease cannot be trusted witl 
large issues either. The issue is def 
initely decided, 13. May my clothe 
closet not become my worship shrine 


2? James 3:13-18 

Make two columns. On the one 
list Christian attitudes; on the other 
Devilish attitudes. Now fill in both 
sides with phrases that tumble over 
each other here. On which side do you 
find yourself most frequently ? We can 
accept people without accepting their 
positions Or oppositions. 


29 1 Timothy 4:12-16 


Easy to understand why hun- 
dreds today are memorizing 12. Also 
easy for youth to emphasize the first 
phrase without the second. Our youth 


is not despised if we are an example 
in speech and conduct to the believers. 
13 encourages a definite devotional at 
every youth meeting. Whatever g/ft 
you have, 14, you lose if you don’t use. 


3 Matthew 10:16-23 


Many commencement speakers 
pick up the emphasis of 16a. It’s true! 
The Bible has influenced our English 
vernacular much, as with a phrase like 
16b. What's the contrast there? 
Christ’s prediction in 17 became pain- 
fully true for Paul in the next few 
years; read 2 Cor. 11. 


. . . forgot to apply early for admission to.a Lutheran College? 


e Of course, the twin on the left should have known to pre-enroll about one 
year early at the Lutheran College of his choice. 


e Choose your Lutheran College! Apply for admission now! 


Carthage College, Carthage, Ill. 
Gettysburg College, Gettysburg, Pa. 
Hartwick College, Oneonta, N. Y. 
Lenoir Rhyne College, Hickory, N. C. 
Marion College, Marion, Virginia 
Midland College, Fremont, Nebraska 
Muhlenberg College, Allentown, Pa. 


aS 


Newberry College, Newberry, S. C. 
Roanoke College, Salem, Virginia 
Susquehanna University, Selinsgrove, Pa. 
Thiel College, Greenville, Pa. 

Wagner College, Staten Island, N. Y. 
Waterloo College, Waterloo, Ont., Can. 
Wittenberg College, Springfield, Ohio 


THE BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
United Lutheran Church in America, 231 Madison Ave., New York 16, N. Y. 
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CLATTER 
by CONRAD 


cocktail era 


It’s Saturday night, and I’m a thou- 
sand miles from home. Have been on 
a post-supper scouting tour to check 
church bulletin boards for starting 
times of tomorrow’s worship services. 

Hardly had I stepped out of the 
hotel on my tour before I found my- 
self on the heels of a young couple. 
Suddenly, the man let out a saltified 
oath and simultaneously took a vicious 
swing at his wife. She ducked—as if 
she had ducked before—and recipro- 
cated with a grab-like spin, ripping 
his shirt. He was really brew-boiling, 
then. More profanity, more threats, and 
more wobbling. 

After trailing the couple for the 
next three blocks—just in case the 
woman needed any help—I stood on 
the street corner and watched them un- 
til they got out of sight. 

As I stood there, I thought to my- 
self: It’s gonna be a genuine joy for 
that woman to spend the rest of the 
night under the same roof with her 
tanked-up better-half. 

When I arrived in this city last 
night about 8 o'clock, and was shortly 
thereafter being taxied to the hotel, I 
inquired of the driver: ‘“How’s busi- 
ness?” ‘‘Fair,” he replied, “But it'll 
pick up as the night grows. Friday 
night’s the busiest night of the week 
in this here town. Actually, I’m sup- 
posed to get off work at 11 o'clock; 
but there'll be so many drunks to haul 
home that I'll do good to get in bed 
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by 3 o'clock in the morning.” : 

To top it off, I happened to r 
member that this is also ‘Friend! 
Tavern Month.” 

As I see it, whiskey is the waster pz 
excellence! Whiskey wastes persona 
ity, brain power, money, family-fe 
lowship opportunities, and time—ju 
to name a few. 

Whiskey probably causes mo. 
family unrest than any other problen 
maker known to households. I hax 
no doubts that hell offers a torturot 
existence. Yet, I've known more tha 
One young person who was sure th: 
hell couldn’t be much worse than tk 
existence he experienced in the sam 
house with a gin-guzzling father, « 
mother—or both. It wouldn’t surpri: 
me if historians, some day, reflecte 
upon this generation and labeled i 
“The Cocktail Era.” 

Ask a person why he drinks, an 
you can anticipate the oft-given ar 
swer: ‘‘For pleasure!” He may call 
pleasure, but that’s not the real answe 

Drinking is merely symptomatic ¢ 
a person’s failure to face life and life 
inevitable problems. Drink helps hit 
to ignore his responsibilities. It ma 
allow him to forget all about his wor 
—which he utterly detests. Drink su 
posedly relaxes a person and there 
improves his fellowshipability an 
sociability—demonstrating once agai 
his unwillingness to face his own de 
ficiencies with sobered sensibility. Lei: 
ure time is a bane for some folks- 
they don’t know what to do with i 
drink fills the leisure-time void. 

With page-space running out, I’ 
sign off by saying: The safest, sures 
soundest, satisfyingest solution is t 
leave the stuff alone. You'll be happic 
for it! 


